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Presentment

As Civic Space Studies Association we have been monitoring life on campuses, which we see

as an essential part of civic space, for more than two years and we try to be the voice of the

students and support their struggles as much as we can.

In addition to reporting, monitoring and drawing up reports on fundamental freedom of

expression violations, we also think that the club founding process of students in the areas

and subjects they are interested in is an indispensable element of a democratic and pluralist

society, and a free academy. And we aim to increase these efforts as part of freedom of

association by both organizing workshops and preparing legislative amendment proposals,

where we get together with experts for legislative arrangements.

Furthermore, we organize social media campaigns and workshops to inform students about

their rights on campus. On the other hand, we continue our efforts to prevent the violations of

rights faced by inmate students in prisons. Besides, we organize campaigns for all students to

be released by the court pending a trial as long as they continue their education.

As we have observed as a result of watching, listening, trying to hear each other and

shouldering each other, we can state that the most severe issues of students in this

geographical area are economic problems, inhibition of pluralism and discrimination. And the

student struggle here also persists naming injustices by challenging these problems both on

campuses and by transgressing the borders of campuses if required.

The demonstrations against the price hikes in the cafeterias, the protests that started due to the

appointment of a trustee rector at Boğaziçi University and has been proceeding for almost a

year, The movement named “we can't find shelter” (Barınamıyoruz) drawing attention to

insufficient dormitory quotas and expensive house rents, the ongoing protests carried out by

women and LGBTI+ students to ensure campus security and to insist on the establishment of

Sexual Abuse and Sexual Assault Support Units are an indication that the student movement

is gradually turning into a more organized struggle for rights.
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Unfortunately, we cannot encounter these above-mentioned intensifying problems, various

dimensions of the ongoing struggles, the inclusive tone of these student struggles reaching to

large masses and the student movement crowned with achievements in the mainstream

media. Students are criminalized through smear campaigns and targeting carried out by the

pro-government media, and this process turns into a “normalized” order that get through

examples ranging from detentions and arrests. We are deeply concerned that the number of

student lawsuits currently pending would increase. Among the hundreds of lawsuits, the ones

filed only due Boğaziçi Resistance is almost 10 at the moment. The fact that the media

visibility of the students, which we have underlined in the reports, is based on criminalization

along with negative news content, further amplifies this concern.

By means of this research we intend to discuss how students are represented, particularly in

the mainstream media, and what kind of results this representation bring about. And we do

this by watching the media along with pursuing the trials in order to approach the act of

monitoring as one of our main fields of activity in a more holistic way.

We would like to thank Beyza Kural as the creator of this precious report through their

diligent work, and Burak Özçetin, who provided consultancy for and made valuable

contributions to the reports, and we present our work for your consideration hoping that it

would contribute to the student movement, sustaining its legitimate struggle, holding hard,

growing with solidarity and setting an example for all of us, and to academic freedom in

Turkey.

Berna Akkızal

Project Director

6



I – Boğaziçi University Protests

1. Introduction

There has been a longstanding struggle between the forces of polyphony, trying to make the

world more voiceful, more colorful, more pluralistic, and more festive place, and

monologism, desiring the world to be a colorless, monistic, and dull place.  We have seen one

of the examples of this struggle in recent months as the -ongoing- dispute between Boğaziçi

University students, raising their voices against the appointment of a trustee as the rector, and

the government representatives; and we continue to observe this dispute.  The

pro-government media has been trying to discredit, criminalize, marginalize Boğaziçi

University students, and legitimize the position of power from the very beginning; and by this

way, trying to drown the students’ carnival into a dull formality.  The aim of this report is to

focus on the forms and manifestations of this struggle in the pro-government media and

present the analysis of these forms and manifestations in detail.

The first report of our study, which examines how student protests and activist students are

represented and approached, will be on Boğaziçi University protests, which took place in the

first months of 2021. Our main goal in this and the following reports is to focus on how
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student protests and students are represented and framed, and the discursive patterns in these

news articles.

Although news claims to be an objective transfer of what is happening, it is the product of a

series of choices and preferences. A series of ideological, political, cultural, economic, or

professional elements and determinants play important roles in the process ranging from what

will be the news to how it will be reported. News frames an issue in a particular way, and

these frames are closely related to the positions, backgrounds, experiences of the writers and

editors and wider power and interest relations in which they are involved. Frames include

choosing and paying attention; defining a problem in a certain way; suggesting cause and

effect relationships; making moral judgements and selecting parts of perceived reality to

enable the preferred moral judgment to be made and making it more significant in a

communicative text.

While examining Boğaziçi University protests as the subject of this study, we tried to

understand how the issue is framed. How Boğaziçi University protests are defined in news;

who are the protestors according to the news, what and who are they? How are the actors

defined? What are their “main purposes”? Why did these events happen and how did they

come to this point? Who is right and who is wrong? What should be done? We examined how

the news published in pro-government publications (A Haber, Akşam, Yeni Şafak, Takvim,

Sabah and Yeni Akit) answer all these questions; in other words, how they frame Boğaziçi

University protests.

To carry out the framing analysis, we collected all the news about Boğaziçi University

protests in the newspapers mentioned above, published between January 4 and March 31,

2021, and put them through content analysis. In addition to the content analysis, we also

examined the discursive structures of some of the news we found striking. There is no easy

and single definition of discourse. Discourse classifies, entitles, and situates social events,

actors, subjects, phenomena…, produces knowledge and opinion regarding these things; they

are institutionalized and established forms of speech and expression that exercise power and

restraint on these things. Discourse is the act of creating meaning through language and other

symbolic systems in a certain situation or setting. The patterns, commonalities, and

connections that we encounter constantly in various texts are what constitutes the discourse.

In the discourse analysis part of the research, we focused on the linguistic strategies,

denominations, metaphors, adjectives, phrases used in the news and the patterns they formed
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about Boğaziçi University protests. We observed some of 353 news pieces closely that we

think they represent prominent patterns.

What happened?

The events started with the appointment of Melih Bulu, who is not a faculty member of

Boğaziçi University, as the rector by President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan in January 2021. The

appointment of someone from outside the university as the rector, who is known for his

affinity with the government but whose scientific career is full of question marks, was

challenged with the objection “We do not want a trustee rector”. In fact, it was not the first

time that this slogan resonated in Boğaziçi University.

Let us go back a little while first...

The rector elections in Turkey removed twice. The first happened after the military coup in

1980 and the second after the coup attempt on 15 July 2016. Even before the elections were

removed in 2016, it cannot be said that the rector elections were democratic. Only faculty

members, not all members of the university, could vote in the elections. The highest rated six

candidates were presented to the Higher Education Institution (YÖK), and YÖK submitted

three of these six candidates to the president as a list. In this system, the result was the

appointment of other names as rectors instead of the candidates with the highest number of

votes. When the system operates like this, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan as the president appointed

rectors to 74 universities where the elections were held.  However, he did not appoint the

highest rated candidates as rector in at least 29 of these universities.

The last rector elections in Boğaziçi University were held on 12 July 2016. Current rector

Prof. Dr. Gülay Barbarosoğlu received 87 percent of the votes. Appointment was never made.

While awaiting appointment, with the Legislative Decree published on October 29, 2016, the

rector elections was removed. The new regulation envisaged skipping the elections and the

president’s appointment of one of three candidates, submitted by YÖK. After this change

made to remove the elections, the expected appointment to Boğaziçi University was made

after four months. Erdoğan appointed Prof. Dr. Mehmed Özkan as rector, who did not

participate in the rector elections and who also served as Barbarasoğlu's assistance to the

rector.  Academicians and students made public statements and protests demanding the

appointment of the elected rector. The slogan “We do not want a trustee rector” resonated
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in the campus for the first time in 2016. During the ongoing process, the fact that Mehmed

Özkan is someone from Boğaziçi University made this appointment somehow “acceptable”.

On the first day of 2021, Erdoğan appointed Melih Bulu as rector.

Melih Bulu was someone outside the university. Although he completed his master's and

doctorate degrees at Boğaziçi University, he served as a faculty member and rector at

different universities. In addition to all of these, he was affiliated with the Justice and

Development Party. He was the founder of the AK Party Sarıyer District Organization in

2002, and AK Party Istanbul 1st district parliamentary candidate in 2015. Along with his

appointment, plagiarisms in his doctoral dissertation also came to the fore1. Although Melih

Bulu declared that “the only problem is that I have not place the quotes in inverted commas”,

this declaration did not change the actual name of what he did.

Boğaziçi University members have been protesting Melih Bulu's appointment as the rector of

Boğaziçi University since January 4, demanding his resignation and re-election. The

academics turn their backs on the rectorate building, the students repeat their demands with

various activities both in and out of the campus. “Nothing will happen to the friends who are

here today. We are in a democratic environment. I am happy now” Bulu said on the first day

of the protests. However, what happened afterwards was different. Students were detained, 11

of them were arrested, and disciplinary investigations were opened for many of them.

2. The Scope and Methodology of the Research

Within the scope of the study, we scanned all the news about Boğaziçi University protests in

A Haber, Akşam, Yeni Şafak, Calendar, Sabah and Yeni Akit between January 4 and March 31

and collected 353 news. We carried out a content analysis by coding all collected news on an

individual basis with a detailed coding scale. We also carried out a discourse analysis on a

smaller number of news pieces, which we think represent the patterns encountered in the

news. We answered each of the following questions for 353 news pieces reviewed.

● What is the tone of the news? (positive, negative, neutral)

● What is the predominant theme of the news? (terrorism, provocation, disrespect for

religious values, crime, vandalism, perversion)

● Whose voice is heard in the news? (student, academician, rectorate, prosecutor's

office, governorship, police, government, opposition, etc.)

1 To read more about plagiarism of Melih Bulu:
https://teyit.org/analiz-bogazici-universitesi-rektoru-melih-bulunun-doktora-tezinde-intihal-yaptigi-iddia
si
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● How are the students defined? (student, terrorist, provocateur, suspect, so-called

student, activist/demonstrator/protester, vandal, pervert)

● Who is targeted in the news? (student, students, academicians, supporters, LGBTI+,

opposition parties etc.)

● Do the news contain the demands of the students?

We examined the discursive structures of the news underlining each question and setting

examples as we think. In the discourse analysis we dealt with the patterns of meaning and the

linguistic strategies used.

If we briefly summarize the general findings of the study, it is possible to observe that most

of the news are negative; the predominant theme in the news is 'provocation'; the actors

whose voice is heard the most in the news is government representatives; and students are the

most targeted actors in the news. Even these general findings alone demonstrate to us that the

pro-government media evidently approaches Boğaziçi University protests in a one-sided and

partisan manner. While it is observed in the news that all the discourse and actions of the law

enforcement forces acting through the directives of the government and the power are

unquestionably legitimized, the protesters are systematically criminalized, demonized and

treated as enemies.

3. Analyses of the News

3.1. The tone of the news

In the first step of the analysis, we examined the tone of the news. We categorized the news

as negative, positive, and neutral. We observed that 342 of 353 news pieces are in negative

tone, while the remaining 11 are in neutral tone. Not a single positive toned news is found

among all examined.

Negative-toned news corresponds to the types of news targeting protests and students, where

themes such as “accusation”, “provocation”, “perversion” predominate, including none of the

students' demands, and sharing accusing statements of the official sources. In these news

items, the discourses of university members cannot find place and this deficiency is

reinforced with related visuals. In these news pieces, there are also examples in which

students are identified as “provocateur” in the title and “pervert” in the content.
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➔ [Translation of the news]“Arrest requests for the provocateurs at Boğaziçi University.
The chief prosecutor had acted! Arrest requests for Boğaziçi perverts” (Sabah,
30.1.2021)

Among the examples are the news where expressions like “provoking attempt” and “attempt

to mobilize the youth” are repeatedly used and the names of organizations and political

parties are listed, resembling a noun chain.

➔ [Translation of the news]“Boğaziçi provocation has been exposed! DHKP-C, FETÖ,
PKK, CHP and HDP cooperation was revealed in bot accounts” (A Haber, 5.1.2021)

Although there are no direct negative expressions in the news language, we also evaluated the

news that convey the protests only from the perspective of the power, directly include solely

and mostly the statements of the government representatives, and/or highlight these

statements in the news headline in the category of negative toned news. For example, the

news conveying the statements of Interior Minister Süleyman Soylu directly under the
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heading “Flash statement by Süleyman Soylu on  Boğaziçi University” found its place in this

category.

➔ [Translation of the news]“Flash statement by Süleyman Soylu on Boğaziçi
University. ‘Some people are eager for repeating Gezi. It is not possible for us to
allow this’” (Yeni Akit, 10.02.2021)

Examples of neutral news are in general relatively non-commented content about detentions

and arrests. The news titled “4 people detained in Kadıköy due to the protests at Boğaziçi

University were arrested” is one of the news considered neutral due to the lack of negative

discourse regarding the arrested students.

➔ (Yeni Şafak, 7.2.2021)

We defined the news that do not target students while including the demands and words of

them and that convey witness statements as well as official statements as positive; however,

we did not encounter any news conforming to this definition among 353 articles.
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3.2. The predominant theme in the news

We searched for what the predominant theme is in the analyzed news and observed that 6

themes arise: provocation, terrorism, crime, disrespect for religious values, perversion, and

vandalism. Although more than one theme can be encountered together in a news piece, we

focused on the most prominent theme, which occupies the broadest space in the news in

terms of volume and emphasis. We discovered that the most predominant theme in 353

articles analyzed is provocation with 122 news pieces. Provocation theme was followed by

“terrorism” with 110 news pieces. The predominant theme is “crime” in 25 articles,

“disrespect for religious values” in 20, “perversion” in 19, and “vandalism” in 7.

In the category of provocation, it is emphasized that the main purpose behind the protests is

to create trouble and provoke; the election of the rector is not at all an issue for the activists

defined as provocateurs; students are “provoked” and “used”. In the news where this theme

predominates, the protests are “provocation”, “perception operation”, “agitation”; the

students are “provocateurs”, and the motive behind is defined as “to create trouble on the

streets as if it is second Gezi protests” and “stir up trouble in the entire Turkey”. Covered

with a conspiratory manner, the emphasis on the implications as the hidden forces and bad

intentions behind the protests is not missing in these news pieces. Even some news stating

that Boğaziçi University resembles CIA station were encountered.

➔ [Translation of the news]“An attempt to invade Boğaziçi. A handful of minorities.
Faculty members perverts lutists biscuit children. The provocateurs challenging the
state at a state university use immature kids as tin soldiers for leading a chaos”
(Takvim, 1.2.2021)

The news piece where all expressions as “a handful of minorities”, “perverted lutists”,

“biscuit children”, “invasion attempt” gathered in a single visual summarizes the general
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attitude of the news in this category. On the one hand, this news makes the targeted group

other and enemy; on the other hand, approaches them as the passive and easily manipulated

actors and ignores their wills and demands.

➔ [Translation of the news]“It is revealed that the students were manipulated via
WhatsApp. Dangerous provocation” (Sabah, 5.1.2021)

The news piece titled “It is revealed that the students who so-called protested Melih Bulu,

appointed as the rector of Boğaziçi University, were manipulated via Whatsapp” emphasizes

that the students were “manipulated” and there were other forces behind the protests. In some

news, this conspiratorial logic even went so far as to define Boğaziçi University as a CIA

station.

➔ [Translation of the news]“Boğaziçi had worked like a CIA station!
Academician-looking agents had carried out activities to the detriment of Turkey”
(Yeni Akit, 11.2.2021)

15

https://www.sabah.com.tr/gundem/2021/01/05/bogazici-universitesinde-tehlikeli-provokasyon?paging=3
https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/bogazici-cia-ussu-gibi-calismis-akademisyen-gorunumlu-ajanlar-turkiye-aleyhine-sinsi-faaliyetler-yurutmus-1510569.html
https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/bogazici-cia-ussu-gibi-calismis-akademisyen-gorunumlu-ajanlar-turkiye-aleyhine-sinsi-faaliyetler-yurutmus-1510569.html


As in the news titled “Sözcü’s false news exploded in its hand again! Reputational

assassination to Boğaziçi University Rector Melih Bulu”, in some news pieces the statements

in the direction of that the students “exceeded the limits of criticism” are listed since the

students did not accept a chocolate. Constituting an interesting example of dramatization, the

“unjust treatment” that Gazioğlu encountered visiting to support Melih Bulu with a box of

chocolate as gift and offering it to the students but being rejected by them is the subject in

this news. In the news, what Gazioğlu experienced is presented in detail along with dramatic

elements and visuals (as if it is a family photo), which is noteworthy.

➔ (A Haber, 14.2.2021)

Provocation-themed news not only appeared in the press, but also, they were used as a basis

for the indictments prepared by the prosecution regarding the protests. After the news

conveying the expressions “The protests held at Boğaziçi University witnessed a great

provocation. In the university, where groups of people danced halay together with DHKP-C

anthem before, Kaaba photo was laid on the ground and LGBT rag were put on it this time”

(Yeni Şafak, 29.1.2021) appeared, an investigation was initiated. In the indictment, where the

twitter address of this news in the first sentence, imprisonment of up to three years was

requested for seven students, two of whom were detained, based upon the exhibition.
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➔ (Yeni Şafak, 29.1.2021)

We observed that in the news where terrorism is the predominant theme the students or

people alleged to be not students and participated in the action are defined as “terrorists”. As

a basis for this definition allegations such as “singing the anthem of a terrorist organization”

and “sharing terrorism pieces on social media” are asserted. Especially after the detentions,

the statements by the government representatives and governorships stating “there are people

affiliated with terrorism among them” frequently appeared in these news pieces. On the other

hand, people's social media posts were also treated as “evidence” that they are linked to

terrorism. And this led to the targeting and blacklisting of social media users and social media

accounts.

While the opposition parties are often positioned as “organizing terrorists”, it is written that

those who participated in the protests are “terrorists”, “militants” or at least “affiliated with

terrorism” rather than students as supposed. Parties and organizations such as CHP, HDP,

DHKP-C, MLKP and PKK are often reflected in the same sentence, in alliance, or at least as

part of the same political agenda.
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➔ [Translation of the news]“She supported Boğaziçi University protests that HDP and
CHP initiated by organizing the terrorists. CHP mobilized the terrorists and HDP
supported them” (A haber, 6.1.2021)

➔ (Takvim, 4.2.2021)
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➔ [Translation of the news]“NEWSFLASH: The ones who attacked the police at
Boğaziçi University were revealed as MLKP supporters” (Takvim, 5.1.2021)

The news we categorized as crime are generally about detention and arrest. Students are

described as “suspects” in the news, which do not convey the way the students were detained,

the time of their detentions, and what they encountered in detention.

In these news pieces, the students are criminalized by using the words “confirmed to have

committed the crimes” and “culprit”. For example, these expressions are used in the news

titled “New operation in İstanbul related to the protests at Boğaziçi University: many people

were detained” and highlighted as “Newsflash”:

“Operations were initiated to catch the protestors who issued a press release and
made a demonstration under the heading of ‘We do not want a trustee rector in our
university’ are found to have committed the crimes of ‘opposing the Law No. 2911’
and ‘resisting the officer’.” (Takvim, 6.1.2021)

Similar expressions appear in the news including the statements supporting the students. One

of these news titled  “CHP chairperson Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu defended the students who

attacked the police vehicles” conveying the statements of Kılıçdaroğlu includes these

expressions:

“Groups planning to initiate a second Gezi uprising through Boğaziçi University
tried to create the perception that the security forces were using disproportionate
force by disseminating disinformation and manipulation, especially in social media,
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along with the support they received from abroad. The activists, including people
with terrorist affiliations, attacked police vehicles in Kadıköy the previous evening
and broke their windows.” (Takvim, 4.2.2021)

The theme of disrespect for religious values come forward in the news about the art

exhibition opened at Boğaziçi University campus, where the image of the Kaaba with a

Basilisk figure placed on it together with LGBTI+ flags in the corners. The newspapers

harshly accused the students of insulting the religious values of people and disrespecting the

image of the Kaaba. These accusations led to the students’ arrestments and their punishments

with home detention. LGBTI+ were targeted in at least 5 of 20 news pieces where the

expression “disrespect for the Kaaba'' is frequently used.

While defining “disrespect”, the existence of LGBTI+ flag named as “LGBTI rag” and the

Basilisk figure laid on the ground were used as a basis. The news conveying that those who

reacted to the work in the exhibition were “blacklisted” appear in many sources we

examined. As can be seen in the news titled “They have blacklisted the students who react to

the disrespect for the Kaaba at Boğaziçi University one by one”, while these news are based

on contradictions and victimhood, expressions as “days of unity and solidarity” are repeated.

In these news pieces, Muslim Students’ statements as “In this process, we and many other

Muslim friends who expressed their discomfort about the work did not face any

discrimination, lynching or blacklisting” is not included.

The theme of perversion became more prominent in the news about LGBTI+ flags at the

demonstrations and the exhibition. In these news pieces, where expressions such as “LGBT

protests”, “perverts”, “rags” for LGBTI+ flags are used, LGBTI+ are targeted and hate

speech against them is performed.

➔ [Translation of the news]“Boğaziçi perverts were arrested” (Sabah, 31.1.2021)

The expressions in the news we put in this category not only include the words “pervert

unruliness”, “LGBT rags”, but are also covered with emphasis such as “will not go
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unpunished” “not freedom of thought”. Although the statements of the subjects as persons

and groups are not contained, a public reaction is frequently repeated.

In the news piece titled “Let the state ‘stop’ these perverted deviants Reaction to LGBT

provocation insulting the Kaaba at Boğaziçi University grows like topsy” these sentences are

stated:

“Boğaziçi provocateurs, who turned their actions as supposedly protesting the
appointment of the rector into insulting sacred values and support for pervert
movements, get reactions from all segments of the society. Politicians and religious
NGOs reacting to the laying down of the Kaaba photo and LGBT rags at Boğaziçi
University said, ‘This provocation against our sacred values will not go
unpunished.’ The public, on the other hand, called for “the state’s intervention on
these perverts who besiege our universities and poison our children’” (Yeni Akit,
31.1.2021)

Vandalism is another predominant theme in the news. While police violence is not expressed

in the news of detentions and arrests, students are described as “vandals” and “vandalism”,

claiming that they caused harm.

As can be seen in the news piece titled “The vandalists arrested for damaging police vehicle

during Boğaziçi protests in Kadıköy”, the subject of accusation is frequently reported with

the statement that the crime is charged.

3.3. Whose voice is heard in the news

At this phase of the research, we analyzed whose voice is heard in the news, whose

statements are quoted, and we observed that the voices of government representatives are

heard the most. In addition, it was also observed that people and institutions other than
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government representatives (students, academics, supporters, opposition parties, etc.) can be

heard, but this is done for targeting, criticizing or defamation unexceptionally.

We encountered that the statements of government representatives or their supporters are

included in 105 of the news. In 22 of 105 news contain Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s words

directly. We found the statements of governorships in 22 news pieces, Melih Bulu or

Boğaziçi University Presidency in 17, police in 17, prosecution office in 10, and other official

sources in 13 news.

As in the news piece titled “President Erdoğan: We will bring our youth to the future, not as

the LGBT youth, but as the youth in the nation's glorious history”, the news directly

including government representatives’ statements are reported frequently with a negative

emphasis.

➔ (Yeni Şafak, 1.2.2021)

The subjects or supporters of the protests, on the other hand, are targeted in every piece of

news that include their words.

● In almost all of 37 news containing the words of the representatives of the opposition

parties, these people and their parties are pointed as target.

● Students are targeted in 17 of 19 news pieces in which their voice is heard; academics

are targeted in all news featuring their words; supporters are targeted in 26 of 29 news

reports including their statements.

3.4. The definition of the student in the news

In this part of our report, we will present how students are defined in the news examined.
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In 76 of the news, there is the emphasis on the implications that those who participated in the

protests are not students along with expressions such as “activists, among which there are

students”, “actually not students”, and that students are merely a minority even though they

participated in the protests.

Students are defined as “student” in 75 of the news, “provocateur” in 58, “terrorist” in 29,

“so-called student” in 11, “activist/demonstrator/protester” in 16, and “suspect” in 24,

“pervert” in 16, “children/youth/our youth” in 7, “vandal” in 6, and “LGBT supporter”

in 2.

➔ [Translation of the news]“The truth was revealed in LGBT provocation. It was
supposed that Boğaziçi Students were protesting” (Sabah, 2.2.2021)

As can be seen in the news title “Out of 108 suspects detained during the provocative

demonstrations at Boğaziçi University, only 7 are Boğaziçi University students.”, news

articles, emphasizing the implications such as the protestors are actually not students or the

number of students is quite narrow, are prevalent.
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➔ (Sabah, 7.1.2021)

In the news piece titled “They are on trial for membership of illegal organization” involves

the expressions “The so-called students are revealed as militants. 15 of 36 people detained in

Boğaziçi University provocation are from outside of the university. It was heard that most of

the detainees are on trial for membership of illegal organization”.

3.5. Who is targeted in the news

The frequency of people and groups targeted in the news necessitated us to create a separate

headline about who is targeted.

Students are the most targeted. Students are targeted in 182 of the news. In 16 of 182 news,

students are targeted on an individual basis and as a group in 166.

Social media posts of the students are often treated as the subject of targeting.

“He was released, however her scandal post were revealed” (Takvim,

8.1.2021)
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Now is the time for reckoning. Here is the demanded
punishment” (A Haber, 26.2.2021)

In the news piece, regarding an indicted crime, titled “Newsflash: The indictment has been

prepared! Flash development about Kaaba provocation at Boğaziçi University” expressions

such as “the time for reckoning” are used.

Moreover, in another news article titled “Boğaziçi provocateurs attempt to occupy the

rectorate building” all these expressions are involved: “to continue provocation”, “attempt to

occupy”, and “ to be a terrorism sympathizer”.

“The provocation of terrorist-oriented forces, using the appointment of the rector as
an excuse, continues at Boğaziçi University. The terrorism sympathizer group
attacked the police by marching and then blockaded the rectorate building. Tensions
arose between the police and the group, who insisted on the provocation despite the
curfew. On the other hand, the casserole people we were closely acquainted at Gezi
Park protests haunted.” (A Haber, 2.2.2021)

Opposition parties and their representatives are targeted in 166 news items. The most

targeted name is Canan Kaftancıoğlu with 54 articles. Among the targeted politicians are

Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu, Gökçe Gökçen, Hüda Kaya, Ekrem İmamoğlu and Selahattin Demirtaş.

“Following Prof. Dr. Melih Bulu's appointment to Boğaziçi University as rector,
CHP-DHKPC-HDP-PKK sympathizers making trouble and calling the students for
creating chaos continue to carry on their provocative actions.” (Takvim, 1.2.2021)
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Reaction by Erdoğan to CHP Istanbul Provincial
Chairperson marching with the terrorist anthem: Kaftancıoğlu from CHP is a
DHKP-C militant” (Yeni Akit, 9.1.2021)

Supporters are targeted in 85 news.

➔ [Translation of the news]“The so-called artists sheltered under the lie of we will not
look down, became silent to the PKK” (Yeni Akit, 14.2.2021)

The news titled “The so-called artists sheltered under the lie of we will not look down,

became silent to the PKK” involve expressions of “supporting the provocation of young

people at Boğaziçi University, the so-called artists kept silent at the martyrdom of 13 of our

unarmed people by the terrorist organization PKK”, the artists’ photos and their social media

posts.

While LGBTI+’s were targeted, hate speech was not missing. LGBTI+ are targeted in 80

news pieces and some of these news articles mention LGBTI+ associations. Hate speech is

common in the news articles.
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It is observed in these news items that LGBTI+ movement is frequently associated with “an

international conspiracy” and references to “Intentions of creating chaos in Turkey” are

made.

➔ [Translation of the news] “Lesbian Gay Transvestite They defended anything. US and
UN were united in hostility on Turkey” (Takvim, 4.2.2021)

To the photo of the news piece titled “Scandal created by USA and UN! They defended the

LGBT groups that incited  Boğaziçi protests ” is attached the note “ Lesbian Gay Transvestite

They defended anything. US and UN were united in hostility on Turkey”. The news also

involves the expression “Provocateurs and LGBT groups attacking the police received

support from the administration of Joe Biden, the new president of the USA”.

➔ [Translation of the news] “Details behind Boğaziçi University protests are emerging!
Kavala wanted to create chaos in Turkey with his LGBT tricks. Background of LGBT
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elements at Boğaziçi University protests is being revealed. Osman Kavala donated 1
million 384 thousand 380 TL to associations and foundations working on lesbians,
gays, and bisexuals. President Erdoğan's words “the wife of Osman Kavala, who is a
Soros office in this country, the representative of Soros, is also a woman who is among
these provocateurs at Boğaziçi University" has once again revealed the facts.” (A
Haber, 7.2.2021)

While it is stated “Background of LGBT elements at Boğaziçi University protests is being

revealed” in the news titled “Details behind Boğaziçi University protests are emerging!

Kavala wanted to create chaos in Turkey with his LGBT tricks”, the associations working in

the field of LGBTİ+ rights are targeted.

In addition to LGBTI+ flags, every object with rainbow colors was reflected as an “element

of crime”.

➔ [Translation of the news] “Academics at Boğaziçi University turned their back on the
rectorate and took shelter under the LGBT flag! Protesting the appointment of Prof.
Dr. Melih Bulu as the rector of Boğaziçi University with a presidential decree, some
academics turned their backs to the rectorate in the university and took shelter under
the umbrellas with the colors used by gay perverts (LGBT)” (Yeni Akit, 27.1.2021)

The news item titled “Academics at Boğaziçi University turned their back on the rectorate

and took shelter under the LGBT flag!” targeted academicians and set an example for hate

speech directing LGBTI+.

Another news targeting LGBTI+ students and opposing party representatives was published

with the title of “fags and militants are in charge”  (Yeni Akit 7.1.2021).
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➔ [Translation of the news]“A perverted homosexual confessed: ‘They are messing
around with us because of this’” (Yeni Akit 4.2.2021)

In the news piece titled “A perverted homosexual confessed: ‘They are messing around with

us because of this’” these expressions come to the forefront:

“In the exhibition held in the South Campus of Boğaziçi University, immoderate
insults against Muslims’ sacred Kaaba led to a public indignation, and people reacted
to homosexual perverts with disproportional anger. Within this angry atmosphere
targeting the naughty minority cursed by Islam, it was the opposing media that
embraced them.”(Yeni Akit,4.2.2021)
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➔ [Translation of the news] “LGBTİ provocation! They have grabbed the universities”
(Yeni Akit, 31.1.2021)

In a news article published with a blurred visual from Pride March, “Perverted homosexuals,

who benefit from the freedom environment and legal gaps in universities, can make

propaganda of their immorality without any legal obstacles.” statement is used.

Academics were targeted in 32 news items. In addition to carrying LGBTI+ flags and

demonstrating, the allegations that they “provoke the students” are reflected in the news.

Putting the headline “militants, not academics, supporters of terrorism” on the agenda of

Erdoğan, where academics are targeted with their names and photographs, is reflected in

another news with the headline of “She provokes activists in Boğaziçi provocations! Akit

headlined it and Erdoğan put into words”.

➔ [Translation of the news]“They are not academicians, but militants supporting
terrorism” “President Erdoğan put the headline of newspaper Akit titled ‘They are
not academicians, but militants supporting terrorism’ on the agenda and used
important expressions in his declaration regarding the protests at Boğaziçi, into
which organizations such as DHKP-C, PKK, FETO and LGBT contributed.  These
organizations are supported by CHP, HDP and IYI Party, which formed an alliance in
the elections.” (Yeni Akit, 5.2.2021)
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➔ [Translation of the news]“Boğaziçi’ Protest with LGBTI rags by several
academicians!” (Yeni Akit, 12.2.2021)

As can be seen in the news titled “‘Boğaziçi’ Protest with LGBTI rags by several

academicians!”, expressions such as “several academicians”, “minority academicians” and

“LGBTİ perverts” are frequently used together regarding the protest that the academicians has

been making since January 4.

“Several academicians who came together at the Boğaziçi University campus wanted
Prof. Dr. Melih Bulu to resign. The academicians' usage of colors symbolizing LGBTI
perverts caused reactions. Boğaziçi provocateurs, supported by CHP and HDP, along
with illegal organizations, continue their protests in the entire country. The ‘student’
protest going beyond the boundaries of the university is also supported by several
academics at Boğaziçi University. Minority academicians gathering at campus today,
requesting Prof. Dr. Melih Bulu's resignation, used the following statements…”(Yeni
Akit, 12.2.2021)

As can be seen in the news piece titled “What is this language! Insults were littered around at

the university called ‘science nest’”, academicians were occasionally accused of “agitating

the students.”

“Evil groups intending to destroy the unity and solidarity of Turkey and create a
chaotic atmosphere, mobilized by taking advantage of the appointment of Melih Bulu
as rector to Boğaziçi University. When Bulu got into the official car in front of the
rectorate building, the students provoked by the academics booed him along with a
stream of insults.” (Yeni Akit, 5.2.2021)
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The press members-targeting were encountered in the news. Especially the international

press was among those who are targeted. Press members are targeted in seven news articles.

“Finally, the British Press, Guardian newspaper, justified the uprising initiated by
people linked to terrorism by turning the government and the police into the target
regarding the protests as Boğaziçi University.” (A Haber, 4.2.2021)

“BBC and The Economist reporters support substantially to the chaos plan at
Boğaziçi University, in which CHP and PKK also show great interest ... Here is the
British hand and the chaos plan at Boğaziçi University ...” (A Haber, 4.1.2021)

3.6. What is unseen in the news

The unseen demand in the news deserved a separate headline.

At the beginning of the protests, the demands were the resignation of Melih Bulu and

carrying out the elections. After the closure of Boğaziçi University LGBTI+ Studies Club, the

police presence on the campus, and the detention and arrest of the students, demand were

multiplied. However, these demands are not reflected in the news. Only in 5 out of 353 news,

a request for Bulu's resignation is mentioned.

It is stated in 15 news articles that the appointment of the rector was protested, but there are

statements such as “the excuse for appointment”, “the appointment started with a protest and

then turned into a terrorist act.” Only in 5 of these news pieces, it is mentioned that Melih

Bulu's resignation is requested.
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In a news article, the statement “Protested the appointment of a trustee to Boğaziçi

University” is given. However, examining this news as a whole, we thought that this issue is

“overlooked”.

“The provocation experienced for days, also strengthened by the emanations of
terrorist organizations, using the Prof. Dr. Melih Bulu’s appointment as rector to
Boğaziçi University as an excuse...” (Yeni Akit, 13.2.2021)

The invisible police violence was also noted for its absence in the news.

The police violence faced by the students is reflected in the news as “allegations”. The

statements of the detained students about the imposition of naked search are also given with

“refutation” explanations.

“Boğaziçi provocateurs bit on granite! The police department refuted “naked
search” allegations with images!” (Takvim, 11.1.2021)

In this news item, words like immorality and defamation are frequently used.

➔ [Translation of the news] “They practice absolutely any way of immorality:
Disgusting allegation by Boğaziçi provocateurs” (Yeni Akit, 4.2.2021)

“While 'Boğaziçi demonstrations' taking place in the streets for the last few days, the
security forces patiently warn those who want to create trouble first. After this
warning they must intervene. During these interventions, groups resisting the police
cause a quarrel. As a result of the quarrels, our police forces are accused of attacking
'activists'.”
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➔ [Translation of the news]“Boğaziçi provocateurs claimed this with a photograph of a
slightly reddened hand: My client was badly beaten” (Yeni Akit, 7 .1.2021)
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II – LGBTI+ Students

1. Introduction

“There is no such thing as LGBT.” While the ongoing discrimination, hate speech, targeting,

attacks and even murders against LGBTI+ in Turkey were not off the agenda, we listened to

these words from the president of Turkish Republic Recep Tayyip Erdoğan.

As the protests started with the request of resignation of Boğaziçi University’s appointed

rector Melih Bulu entered their fifth month, what happened during the process brought new

demands. After the artwork, containing Kaaba image with a Basilisk figure placed on it

together with LGBTI+ flags in the corners, was exhibited at Boğaziçi University campus and

seen as constituting a crime, LGBTI+ Studies Club was closed. An investigation was opened

against a student who was carrying the LGBTI+ flag. On the day of the investigation, some

students were detained for carrying LGBTI+ flags. Those who wanted to build solidarity with

the detained students and those who were waiting for them to be brought to the courthouse

the next day were also detained. Thus, demands for the reopening of the closed club, the

withdrawal of investigations and the release of detained students became part of the protests.
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On the other hand, both the LGBTI+ flag unfurled by a student at the university gate and the

transgender flag unfurled by another student from the detention vehicle were also a response

to the initial sentence: “There is such a thing!”

We devoted the second report of our research, examining how student protests and activist

students are represented and handled, to LGBTI+ students.

To carry out the framing analysis, we scanned the news about LGBTI+ students in A Haber,

Akşam, Yeni Şafak, Takvim, Sabah, Yeni Akit and Akit TV between January 4 and March 31,

2021 and collected 86 news. Most of these news covers the demonstrations at Boğaziçi

University.

In the discourse analysis part of the research, we focused on the linguistic strategies,

namings, metaphors, adjectives, phrases, and the patterns formed by them in the news about

LGBTI+ students. We took a closer look at some of the news that we think they represent

these patterns.

The closer we observed, the more we encountered that the news are constructed with a

discriminatory, marginalizing and often hateful news language. We hope that the language of

violence and hate will be replaced by the news based on human rights and LGBTI+ rights.

Happy 17 May International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia!2

2. The Scope and the Methodology of the Research

Within the scope of the study, we scanned the news about LGBTI+ students in A Haber,

Akşam, Yeni Şafak, Takvim, Sabah, Yeni Akit and Akit TV between January 4 and March 31

and collected 86 news. We carried out a content analysis by coding all collected news on an

individual basis with a detailed coding scale. We also carried out a discourse analysis on a

smaller number of news pieces, which we think represent the patterns encountered in the

news. We answered each of the following questions for 86 news pieces reviewed.

● What is the tone of the news? (positive, negative, neutral)

2 CSSA's note for publication: We published the second University Media Monitoring Report (LGBTI+
Students) on May 17, 2021 to draw attention to the International Day against Homophobia, Biphobia,
Interphobia and Transphobia.
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● What is the predominant theme of the news? (Disrespect, terrorism,

provocation, perversion, crime etc.)

● How are LGBTI+ and LGBTİ+ defined in the news? (LGBTist, LGBT

members, pervert, vandalist, LGBT rag, so-called flag, etc.)

● Is there any discriminatory language or hate speech in the news?

● Whose words are reported how in the news?

We examined the discursive structures of the news underlining each question and setting

examples as we think. In the discourse analysis we dealt with the patterns of meaning and the

linguistic strategies used. If we briefly summarize the general findings of the research:

● All the news found are negative toned.

● The dominant theme is “perversion” which is followed by provocation, terror,

disrespect, and crime.

● While the definition of LGBTI+ appears in four news pieces, definitions such

as “LGBTIst”, “LGBT members” are frequently repeated.

● Hate speech against LGBTI+ started with definitions. The word “pervert” is

used in 25 articles.

● The LGBTI+ flag is devalued and criminalized in the news.

● Hate speech against LGBTI+ are prominent in 65 news stories; in fact, the

quotations by politicians in 15 of these news include hate speech. The

discourses that are reported mostly in the news and include hate speech belong

to the Interior Minister Süleyman Soylu.

● Along with LGBTI+ students, LGBTI+ Studies Club and the associations

working in the field of LGBTI+ issues outside the university, and those who

declared their support to the students are targeted. Students are targeted in 58

news pieces, LGBTI+ organizations in 24, and those who declared support in

21 articles.

● The words of LGBTI+ students or supporters are covered in 10 news items, all

of which are examples of hate speech and targeting.
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3. Analyses of the News

3.1. The Tone of the News

Although we created categories as negative, positive, and neutral as part of the first step of

the analysis, which is identifying the tone of the news, we found that all the news pieces are

in a negative tone. We encountered neither positive categorized news as the ones that are

rights-based, excluding discrimination and hate speech, and including the words of the

students, nor neutral categorized news as the ones that are neutral-toned. Due to the existence

of at least one of the elements such as discriminatory language, targeting, hate speech and

criminalization in all these 86 news pieces, all of them are categorized as negative-toned.

3.2. The predominant theme

In these news items five main themes are prominent: perversion, provocation, terrorism,

disrespect, and crime. Although more than one theme can be encountered together in a news

piece, we focused on the most prominent theme, which occupies the broadest space in the

news in terms of volume and emphasis. We observed that the most predominant theme in 86

news articles examined is “perversion” with 25 articles. It was followed by the categories of

“provocation” with 20 articles, “terrorism” with 19 articles, “disrespect” with 10 articles,

and “crime” with 8 articles (4 articles are placed in the ‘other’ category).

In the category of perversion, LGBTI+ are often defined as “pervert.” It was observed that

the discourse of perversion is usually constructed with a religious reference. The statements

of Süleyman Soylu are frequently quoted in the news, which include the expressions of

“being cursed by the religion of Islam.”

One of the examples in this category, “homosexual pervert” headlined news article including

the expressions “LGBTIst hornies” and “naughty minority cursed by Islam” ends with

reference to Soylu's statement:

“Interior Minister Süleyman Soylu stated the day before that the main target of the
terrorist organizations such as PKK, FETÖ and DAESH, together with LGBTIst
perverts is to exterminate Islam from these lands.” (Yeni Akit, 4.2.2021)

Thus, as a perverted element, LGBTI+ were not only considered as abnormal and marginal

figures, but also as a threat “targeting to exterminate Islam from these lands.” Threat
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perception, as we will see often below, led to the call for the elimination and remove of the

threat.

In another example where the word “pervert” is included in the title, the phrase “homosexual

perverts” is used, and a contrast is established between homosexual perverts and “honorable

Turkish police.” Hence, an irreconcilable opposition between “dishonorable” activists and

“honorable” law enforcement agencies was constructed.

➔ [Translation of the news] “Boğaziçi provocateurs seek help from perverts:
villainous smear to the honorable Turkish police! Boğaziçi provocateurs,
supported by CHP, HDP and illegal organizations, who use Prof. Dr. Melih
Bulu as an excuse, also hope for the support of homosexual perverts. " (Yeni
Akit, 25.01.2021)

The theme of provocation had emerged as the most predominant theme in the report, where

we had examined the protests at Boğaziçi University. This theme was also at the top of the

news about LGBTI+. This provocation theme was supported by a conspiratorial mindset, and

the news constantly referred to the forces “behind” the protests and the actors. The name of

these secret forces that were put forward without any evidence or support, changed from day

to day even in the same newspaper. In the news, sometimes internal and sometimes external

forces, and sometimes the coalition of both, were shown as the source of provocation. We

encountered the emphasis on “provocation” sometimes as “The west’s placing LGBTI at the

heart of the university in Turkey” (Akşam, 3.2.2021), sometimes as “Support of LGBT

members in Germany to Boğaziçi ”(Takvim 10.1.2021) and sometimes as “the opposition
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parties trying to create trouble in universities, being arm in arm with LGBTIs” (Yeni Şafak,

12.2.2021).

➔ [Translation of the news] “’They put LGBT together with ideological groups at the
heart of the university.’ Stating that LGBT does not coincide with any value of Turkey,
Soylu mentioned: ‘It is completely what the West has marketed and presented to
Turkey ... There is such a thing in our past, but we don't know? But this exist in the
West. The West has been exhibiting this for a long time. They brought and put it
together with some ideological groups at the heart of the university and they block the
university.’” (Akşam, 3.2.2021)

➔ [Translation of the news]“A support from LGBT members in Germany for the
provocation at Boğaziçi University. Following the appointment of Prof. Dr. Melih
Bulu as the rector, while the provocative protests of the so-called students DHKP-C
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and LGBT supporters got great reactions, this scandal was backed by Germany. In
Germany, which has become the training center of PKK, LGBT members supported
the protests at Boğaziçi University.” (Takvim 10.1.2021)

The existence of the artwork, containing Kaaba image with a Basilisk figure placed on it

together with LGBTI+ flags in the corners, at the exhibition held at Boğaziçi University

campus was described as “provocation” in numerous news items.

➔ [Translation of the news] “Newsflash: Ugly provocation through Kaaba at Boğaziçi
University: 2 out of 4 suspects were arrested. In front of Boğaziçi University,
protestors laid down paintings containing Kaaba image together with a basilisk figure
and LGBT-I flag. Regarding this incident, 2 of 4 people detained as part of the
investigation were arrested. The Prosecutor's Office referred the other 2 suspects to
the court, demanding judicial review measures.” ( A Haber, 30.1.2021)

In the news pieces where terrorism is the predominant theme, political parties and

organizations, and LGBTI+ are mentioned as if they act together to create a perception that

there is a “terrorism” repository. These news reports are sometimes about searches and

seizures carried out at Boğaziçi University LGBTI+ Studies Club, where LGBTI+ flags are

also presented as a crime element.
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➔ [Translation of the news]“CHP-HDP-DHKPC-LGBT ARE HAND IN HAND”
(Takvim, 1.2.2021)

In the news where terrorism is the predominant theme, contents resembling a parade of

consonants are frequently observed, in which the abbreviations of political parties and

organizations and the definition of LGBTI+ are listed one after the other.

“Police detained CHP, HDP, LGBTI militants” (Takvim, 1.2.2021) titled news compiles

expressions such as “a handful of naughty minorities” and “Faculty members perverts lutists

biscuit children.”

In the news titled “Provocateurs are rendering account: 4 people were detained” (Yeni

Şafak, 31.1.2021), the searches carried out at LGBTI+ Studies Club are announced with these

statements: “Banned books with PKK terrorist organization emblem and with its propaganda

content, LGBTI flags, and posters and banners used in prohibited protests were obtained.”
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Provocateurs are rendering account: 4 people were
detained. In the protest of Prof. Melih Bulu's appointment as a rector, 4 of the
provocateurs, who laid down Kaaba photo on which they attached homosexuals’
symbols, were detained. The prosecution requested arrest for 2 suspects. While the
reactions to this ugly provocation continued, emblems of the terrorist organization
PKK were found in the raid of Boğaziçi LGBTI+ club.” (Yeni Şafak, 31.1.2021)

The news pieces, where the theme of disrespect is predominant, are mostly related to the

artwork, containing Kaaba image with a Basilisk figure placed on it together with LGBTI+

flags in the corners, at the exhibition held at Boğaziçi University campus. This theme often

manifests itself along with the phrase “disrespect for the Kaaba.”
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➔ [Translation of the news]“CHP municipalities finance the LGBT, who became the
main topic nowadays with its disrespect for Kaaba in Boğaziçi university protests.
Under the name of “Pride march” and by organizing various panels, a number of
associations aiming to spread the LGBT in Turkey, targeting the family structure of
the society, started to show up more in Boğaziçi protests. Representatives of Western
countries and CHP municipalities are among those who finance these associations or
LGBT organizations.” (A haber, 10.2021)

➔ [Translation of the news] “DISRESPECT FOR KAABE At Boğaziçi University, where
bands danced halay together with DHKP-C anthem previously, this time LGBT rag
and Basilisk figure were placed on the great Kaaba." (Takvim, 31.1.2021)
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While some of the news in which crime appear as the predominant theme emphasize “they

would occupy the rectorate,” some of them intend to define the protests as “being LGBT

supporter” and criminalize LGBTI+ and demands.

“Boğaziçi University Rectorate building was wanted to be occupied!” (Sabah, 2.1.2021)

titled news’s spot has these statements:

“A group of LGBT club members and lecturers wanted to occupy the rectorate
building within Boğaziçi University. When the group did not stop their protest
despite all warnings, the occupation action was ended with the police intervention.”

In the photo used in the news, the expression “LGBTist vandalism” draws attention.

➔ [Translation of the news] “Boğaziçi University Rectorate building was wanted to be
occupied!” (Sabah, 2.1.2021)
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3.3. Definitions

In this part of our report, we focus on how actors, events and protests are defined, named and

depicted.

3.3.1. LGBTI+

While the definition of LGBTI+ is included in four of 86 news articles, we encountered

expressions of LGBT, LGBT-I as well as LGBT members, LGBTist and LGBTer in news

scan.

LGBTI+ are defined as “pervert” in 25 of 86 news articles. In this category, there are also

expressions such as “perverted Lutists”, “homosexual pervert”, “LGBTIst pervert”, and

“Naughty pervert.”

We observed that the word “naughty” is both used alone, and as clauses like “LGBTist

naughties”, “naughty minority”, sometimes together with the word “vandalist” and with the

expression “LGBT militants.”

➔ [Translation of the news] “Arrest requests for Boğaziçi perverts” (Sabah, 30.1.2021)
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➔ [Translation of the news]“Özgür Özel from CHP supported the perverted Lutists at
Boğaziçi, who placed a basilisk figure on the great Kaaba. CHP Spokesperson Faik
Öztrak made a public statement condemning the placement of a basilisk figure and
LGBT flags on Kaaba photo at Boğaziçi University, and emphasized that those
responsible should be found. However, CHP Group Deputy Chairman Özgür Özel
stated on his social media account that he would support Boğaziçi LGBT movement
without mentioning the attachment of LGBT colors to the sacred place Kaaba, laid on
the ground at Boğaziçi University." (Takvim, 1.2.2021)

➔ [Translation of the news]“Boğaziçi provocateurs, supported by CHP, HDP and illegal
organizations, who use Prof. Dr. Melih Bulu as an excuse, also hope for the support of
homosexual perverts.” (Yeni Akit, 25.1.2021)

3.3.2. Flag

In terms of LGBTI+ flag definition, we encountered namings amounting to hate speech,

having devaluating and criminalizing emphasis.

While eight of 86 news articles contain the expression LGBT/LGBT-I flag, LGBTI+ flag is

defined as “rag” in 16 articles. It is common in the news that the LGBTI+ flag and even the
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colors of the flag are presented as an element of crime. Only in eight news items we see the

phrase “LGBT flags'' or “LGBT-I flags.”

Other expressions used for flags in the news are as follows: “So-called flag”, “So-called flag

of perverted lutists (LGBT)”, “Flags of homosexual perverts (LGBT)”, “Cloth with LGBT

symbol”, “Cloth piece of LGBT perverts.”

“Pieces of cloth painted with colors representing LGBTIst perverts” expression is contained

in the headline of a news article  (Yeni Akit, 9.1.2021), which includes the statement “it is

glued to their hand.”

➔ [Translation of the news]“The group proceeding the provocation at Boğaziçi
University with the support of CHP, HDP and illegal organizations released a scandal
video clip. The prominence of the cloth pieces painted with colors representing
LGBTIst perverts in the clip revealed once again that the Rector was just an excuse
for their acts. It is glued to their hands! The group, who rejected the request for a
meeting submitted by the Presidency and took the provocation outside the university
borders, had posed with the rag of LGBTIst perverts at Çağlayan Courthouse the
previous day." (Yeni Akit, 9.1.2021)
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➔ [Translation of the news]“THEY PLACED LGBT RAG. A basilisk-themed figure and
LGBT-I rag were placed on Kaaba in front of the university.” (A haber, 30.1.2021)

3.4. Discriminatory language-hate speech

Hate speech exists in 65 of 86 news stories we examined. In 15 of 65 news items, the source

of the hate speech is the exact quote of government representatives’ statements.

We defined hate speech according to the following definition used by Kaos GL in Media

Monitoring Reports3:

“In summary, all kind of discourse, without exception, intending the humiliation and
exclusion of a person due to their sexual orientation or gender identity, the general
criminalization of the orientation or identity, and to state that this is a sin and must
be struggled against or a deviation, perversion, poisoning the family, young people
and children.”

In these news pieces, we encountered frequently the efforts to define sexual orientation with

“perversion, “contradiction to belief” together with the emphasis on “national values”,

“protecting the family”, “spreading homosexuality.”

Many of the news items listed in the previous chapters - especially those directly using the

expressions “pervert” and “perversion” - are also examples of hate speech and discriminatory

language use. However, the hate speech in the news we examined is not limited to those

examples.

We frequently observed examples in which hate speech occurs with multiple uses in a single

news story.

In the following two paragraphs taken from the same news, LGBTI+ associations are targeted

in addition to the hate speech created with the expressions “LGBT targets the family

structure” and “homosexuality is being legitimized”, while the emphasis on “foreign

powers” is not neglected with the usage of the words “western countries.”

3 https://kaosgl.org/haber/2020-medya-izleme-raporu-lgbti-dusmanligi-tesaduf-degil-organize
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➔ [Translation of the news]“Under the name of “Pride march” and by organizing
various panels, a number of associations aiming to spread the LGBT in Turkey,
targeting the family structure of the society, started to show up more in Boğaziçi
protests. Representatives of Western countries and CHP municipalities are among
those who finance these associations or LGBT organizations.”

➔ [Translation of the news]“The financial resources of LGBTI associations, which try to
legitimize homosexuality in Turkey under the name of 'sexual orientation', implement
international lobbying activities in Turkey, conduct fieldwork, organize parades and
panels, have been exposed” (A Haber, 10.2.2021)

Another news item is among the examples of hate speech with expressions of “immorality”

and “perversion” as well as “poisoning children.”
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Perverted homosexuals, who take advantage of the
freedom environment and legal gaps in universities, can propagate their immorality
without any legal obstacles. … perverts poison young minds. LGBTIst immoral
people, who try to destroy the value judgments of our society through the support they
receive from the Crusader countries, are preparing to insinuate their ways into the
high schools. Recently, homosexual perverts, who have been trying to organize
through social media with the hashtag LİSELİ LGBTI, also try to gain over our
children.” (Yeni Akit, 31.1.2021)

“Let the state ‘stop’ these perverted deviants” (Yeni Akit, 31.1.2021) titled news is another

example of hate speech.

The news item contains these expressions: The public, on the other hand, called for “the

state’s intervention on these perverts who besiege our universities and poison our children’”

➔ [Translation of the news]“Let the state ‘stop’ these perverted deviants. Reaction to
LGBT provocation insulting the Kaaba at Boğaziçi University grows like topsy.
Boğaziçi provocateurs, who turned their actions as supposedly protesting the
appointment of the rector into insulting sacred values and support for pervert
movements, get reactions from all segments of the society. Politicians and religious
NGOs reacting to the laying down of the Kaaba photo and LGBT rags at Boğaziçi
University said, ‘This provocation against our sacred values will not go unpunished.’
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The public, on the other hand, called for “the state’s intervention on these perverts
who besiege our universities and poison our children.” (Yeni Akit, 31.1.2021)

The words of the politicians published as facsimile in the news, constituted a significant

part of the hate speech in the news. Almost all the words of Interior Minister Süleyman

Soylu, quoted in 7 out of 20 news articles, containing the words of government

representatives, are examples of hate speech.

Both Soylu's Twitter post with the expressions “LGBT perverts” and his comment as "I am a

believer, according to our belief, this is a perversion” on removing this post from Twitter due

to its  hate content, are turned into news.
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➔ [Translation of the news]“Interior Minister Süleyman Soylu also touched upon the
provocation via his post on his social media account. Soylu said on his Twitter
account: ‘Should we tolerate LGBT perverts who insult the great Kaabe? Of course,
no. Should we tolerate LGBT perverts who attempted to occupy the Rectorate
building? Of course, no. I have a word for the members of Boğaziçi who follow what
is happening: Do not fall into the trap of the politicians who put no seal to any
success in life, who are toys in the hands of an agency, who cannot even be leftists ...
Our expectation from you, scientific achievement, Our expectation from you, your
academic success, Our expectation from you is your preparation for a Great and
Powerful Turkey.’” (Takvim, 2.2.2021)

➔ [Translation of the news]“These LGBTists, our religion forbids this ambiguous thing.
For me, perversion is that simple. I am a believer, according to our belief this is
perversion. I am obliged to make these evaluations and to protect our family
structure." (Akşam, 3.2.2021)

Soylu’s quoted words as “perversion”, “sin”, “protecting the family” include many aspects of

hate speech.

In the words of President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, who ranks second among the quoted

politicians in the news stories, “nationalism” is frequently adorned with “family” emphasis

and his statement “LGBT. No Such Thing. This country is national and moral” found its

place in this title.
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➔ [Translation of the news]“Are you a student? Or are you a terrorist who attempt to
occupy the rectorate building? We will never give them that chance. We do whatever
we should do. This country will not see any Gezi protest once again, we will not allow
it. LGBT. No Such Thing. This country is national and moral.” (Yeni Şafak, 3.2.2021)

While the politicians are reported with their own words supporting hate speech, hate speech
and discriminatory language are often maintained in the headlines and content of these news
articles.

The word “rag” is used for LGBTI+ flag in the spot of the news featuring Erdogan’s words.

➔ [Translation of the news]“Kaaba photo was laid on the ground in front of Boğaziçi
University and LGBT rag was placed on it. This issue became the main topic of
conversation. Referring to this incident at the congress, Erdogan made the following
statements: We will bring our youth to the future, not as the LGBT youth, but as the
youth in the nation's glorious history” (Yeni Şafak, 1.2.2021)

It was observed that LGBTI+ and the LGBTI+ flag is criminalized in many of the news
containing hate speech. As we exemplified in the categories where “terrorism” and “crime”
is the predominant theme, political parties and organizations, and LGBTI+ are mentioned as
if they act together to create a perception that there is a “terrorism” repository. The demands
on LGBTI+ rights are also listed within this framework.
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➔ [Translation of the news]“Boğaziçi's LGBTI club revealed as a PKK sympathizer. As
part of the investigation carried out regarding the laying down of Kaaba photo in
front of Boğaziçi University, a search was made in Boğaziçi University Fine Arts Club
and Boğaziçi University LGBTI Club. During the search, which can be seen through
the police camera, a banned book with PKK terrorist organization emblem and
propaganda content, LGBTI flags, and posters and banners used in protests were
obtained.” (Yeni Şafak, 30.1.2021)

The flag is introduced as an element of crime with expressions such as “they unfurled LGBT
flags”, “LGBT flags drew attention”, “LGBT flags were obtained.”

➔ [Translation of the news]“Boğaziçi protest with LGBT flag: This time in Germany. A
protest was made against Prof. Melih Bulu in Germany. The crowd gathered in Berlin
got attention with their LGBT flags unfurled." (Yeni Şafak, 10.1.2021)

Dancing with flags is also one of the subjects in this news category.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Protesting the appointment of Prof.Dr. Melih Bulu as
rector as result of the presidential decree and including many terrorist organization
members, the students danced with LGBT flags accompanied by metallica music after
the slogan of 'murderer police' and halays with terrorist anthems.” (Yeni Akit,
6.1.2021)

Opening a rainbow-colored umbrella while turning back to the Rectorate building is also

considered as an element of crime.

➔ [Translation of the news]“Academics at Boğaziçi University turned their back on the
rectorate and took shelter under the LGBT flag! Protesting the appointment of Prof.
Dr. Melih Bulu as the rector of Boğaziçi University with a presidential decree, some
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academics turned their backs to the rectorate in the university and took shelter under
the umbrellas with the colors used by gay perverts (LGBT)” (Yeni Akit, 27.1.2021)

3.5. Whose words are reported how?

When the ones whose words are mentioned in the news we examined are government

representatives, people or institutions targeting LGBTI+, we observed that their statements

are quoted exactly and supported. On the other hand, as the words of LGBTI+ students,

LGBTI+ associations, people or institutions expressing their support for LGBTI+ rights are

reported, hate speech and targeting are common.

Among the news items we examined, students are targeted in 58 of them, LGBTI+

organizations in 24, and people who make statements supporting LGBTI+ rights in 21. Most

of these reports do not contain the words of these people and institutions.

The statements of government representatives and people or institutions targeting LGBTI+

are directly covered in 20 news articles.

We encountered only 10 news pieces that include the statements of LGBTI+ students,

LGBTI+ associations, individuals or institutions that expressed their support for LGBTI+

rights. We presented the news in which government representatives are quoted under the

heading of hate speech above. In this section, let us further examine how the words of the

students are reflected in the news.

In December 2020, the headline of a news article is “Boğaziçi LGBT Club: Homosexual

children exists”. The news content containing Boğaziçi University LGBTI+ Studies Club’s

public statement is quite far from the attitude in the headline. While “reactions” towards the

statement are listed in the news, hate speech and targeting are common. In the news piece, a

photograph taken during one of the Pride March is given by blurring the arms and neck of the

person in the frame.
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➔ [Translation of the news]“While the expression ‘Regarding this we understand
that an institution of the state sees being LGBTI+ as an existence that emerges
after the age of 18. It considers the existence of LGBTI+ as a set of practices
that children should not see, hear and talk about.’ are found in the statement,
the fact that children can be homosexual is argued with these words: it is
unacceptable that the state divides a group of children from their peers and
says you are (yet) absent through this decision that ignores the existence of
LGBTI+ children. We state now and here: We are lubunya from age of 7 to 70.
We have existed and we will exist. LGBTI+ children exist. LGBTI+ rights are
human rights, LGBTI+ rights are children's rights.’ (Lubunya: is a word, used
by groups that advocate homosexuality, denotes homosexuality, meaning 'male
homosexual with a feminine attitude'.) Advocating the homosexuality of
children under the age of 18 and mentioning young people with sexual
associations, as well as trying to impose homosexual orientation to the public
with aggressive expressions, got reactions by many users on social media.”
(14.12.2020, Akit TV)
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In the news report prepared using the words of LGBTI+ students who gave an interview to

another newspaper, both students and the newspaper they interviewed were targeted in

addition to hate speech.

➔ [Translation of the news] "A perverted homosexual confessed: “They are messing
around with us because of this’ Opponent media welcomed LGBTIst naughties who
grate on Muslim people’s nerve endings by making an incalculably disrespectful insult
to the great Kaabe." (Yeni Akit, 4.2.2021)

“Both LGBTI and TTB members met in the same fosse: Boğaziçi provocation keeps going!”

(Yeni Akit, 26.1.2021) titled news piece is prepared with the emphasis that “both LGBTI and

TTB support Boğaziçi provocation.” [t.n. TTB: Turkish Medical Association]

The news item also includes the tweets of Boğaziçi University LGBTI+ Studies Club, but the

expression “homosexual perverts” is used when announcing the tweets saying “Get used to it.

We are not going.”
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➔ [Translation of the news]“Homosexual perverts challenges! On the other hand,
homosexual perverts, who announced their names as Boğaziçi LGBTI group, made a
fuss claiming that their living spaces are under threat and challenged with the
statements ‘Get used to it, we are here, we are not going.’” (Yeni Akit, 26.1.2021)

“We stand against all kinds of hate speech targeting students and academicians, especially

LGBTI+, and a language which is discriminatory and separating and marginalizing. We will

not stop defending our universities.” A statement against hate speech, in which hate speech

as an expression is mentioned in a sentence, appears in a news article. However, the content

of the news item is not far from hate speech.

The spot of the news item titled “So-called Boğaziçi protest by Galatasaray University

academics: Look what they demand!” (Yeni Akit, 10.2.2021) contains the following
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sentence: “A group of academics from Galatasaray University issued the freedom of LGBTIst

naughties in the protest they started to support Boğaziçi provocation.”

➔ [Translation of the news]Its LGBTIst naugties’ turn again. Issuing homosexuals as in
every protest, Galatasaray academics said:. ‘We stand against all kinds of hate
speech targeting students and academicians, especially LGBTI+, and a language
which is discriminatory and separating and marginalizing. We will not stop defending
our universities.’” (Yeni Akit, 26.1.2021)

The attitude in this news piece, which is an example of the way the support statement is

reported, is also common in other news items where similar statements are included. In these

news article, targeting both those who made statements and LGBTI+ students and hate

speech exist together. However, if the statement ‘s origin is “outside”, the expressions

“anti-Turkey”, “intervention in internal affairs” “we brought them down a notch” are also

added to the statement.

The word “scandal” is used while reporting both US State Department Spokesperson Ned

Price’s words “We strongly condemn anti-LGBT discourses” and statements made by the

United Nations, “We condemn the homophobic and transphobic statements of the authorities

that encourage hatred and discrimination against LGBTs.” In this news piece, the small

headline “They supported the perverts” is included as well as the transphobic news article

titled “Biden’s pinky soldier”, regarding acceptance of trans people in the army, is referred.
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➔ [Translation of the news]“Scandal created by USA and UN! They defended the LGBT
groups that initiated Boğaziçi protests. Following Melih Bulu's appointment as the
rector of Boğaziçi University, CHP, HDP and LGBT groups attempted to provoke at
the university. Following the protests of LGBT groups that targeted and humiliated
the Kaaba, protests continued at many points. After the scandals, the USA, and the
UN united in their opposition to Turkey. US State Department Spokesperson Ned
Price said, "We closely follow the ‘peaceful’ demonstrations in Turkey and strongly
condemn the anti-LGBT discourses. And with the United Nations’ statement a scandal
is created: “We condemn the homophobic and transphobic comments of the
authorities and the crimes of hatred and discrimination against LGBTI+ individuals.”
(Takvim, 4.2.2021)
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III - Arrested Students

1. Introduction

Impediments to access to education and the right to education are still one of the leading

problems in Turkey. The bureaucratic, class-based, economic, cultural, geographical, legal,

and linguistic obstacles to education and problems regarding it have deepened and become

chronic along with the Covid-19 pandemic and the related measures taken/cannot be taken.

Turkey laid the foundations of an intellectual destruction that will spread over many years by

not showing its determination to keep shopping malls open and universities closed during the

pandemic. Frequent and arbitrary restrictions on freedom of assembly and demonstration

under the ordinary state of emergency led to a deepening of another problem in access to

education: students under arrest and convict students. While the severity of the problem

augments, we do not have up-to-date and clear information about the number of university

students in prisons. And students continue to be arrested for various reasons.

11 students were arrested because of the protests that started on January 4, demanding the

resignation of the controversial name Melih Bulu, who was appointed as the rector of

Boğaziçi University by President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. Many students spent their time
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under house arrest with electronic handcuffs until their first hearing. While the arrested

students were released in various timespans within two months, the trials proceed. On the

other hand, lawsuits continue to be filed against other detained students.

We devoted the third report of our research, examining how student protests and activist

students are represented and handled, to the arrested students.

To carry out the framing and discourse analysis, we scanned the news about LGBTI+

students in A Haber, Akşam, Yeni Şafak, Takvim, Sabah, Yeni Akit and Akit TV between

January 4 and March 31, 2021, and collected 51 news items. Most of these news covers the

demonstrations at Boğaziçi University. The majority of the news items covers the detention

and arrest processes as part of student protests at Boğaziçi University.

In the discourse analysis part of the research, we focused on the linguistic strategies,

namings, metaphors, adjectives, phrases, and the patterns formed by them in the news about

the arrested students. We took a closer look at some of the news that we think they represent

these patterns.

While the violations experienced during the detention and arrest processes are not covered,

we observe that news are frequently reported in a manner proving the accusations faced by

the students as charged, and the violations encountered are covered under the headings of

“slander.” While the media put themselves either in the place of a judge or a prosecutor in the

presence of students, similar statements by government representatives are also their sources.

In this situation, where the informing function of the news media is replaced by the judging

and condemning function, we found that an exclusionary, offensive, humiliating, and

stigmatizing language is used against the arrested students.

2. The Scope and Methodology of the Research

Within the scope of the study, we scanned the news about detention and arrest of students in

A Haber, Akşam, Yeni Şafak, Takvim, Sabah and, Yeni Akit between January 4 and March 31

and collected 51 news. We carried out a content analysis by coding all collected news on an

individual basis with a detailed coding scale. We also carried out a discourse analysis on a

smaller number of news pieces, which we think represent the patterns encountered in the

news. We answered each of the following questions for 51 news pieces reviewed.
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● What is the tone of the news? (positive, negative, neutral)

● What is the predominant theme of the news? (Terrorism, provocation, crime

etc.)

● How are detained and arrested students defined in the news? (Suspect,

terrorist, provocateur, etc.)

● What are the sources in the news? (Government representatives’, police’s, and

governorship’s statements, etc.)

● What are the prominent approaches in the news about detention and arrest?

(Emphasis on “they are not students”, “they are related to terrorism”, using the

phrases that they committed a “crime” instead of accusations)

● Are the violations encountered by students during detention and arrest

included in the news? How are they covered?

We examined the discursive structures of the news underlining each question and setting

examples as we think. In the discourse analysis we dealt with news headings, photographs,

details of news language, linguistic strategies, and the rhetoric.

If we briefly summarize the general findings of the research:

● 47 of 51 news items are negative toned and 4 are neutral.

● The most predominant theme in the news is provocation.

● Students who were detained or arrested are mostly defined as suspects and

provocateurs. While words such as “terrorist”, “LGBT pervert”, “protestor”

and “vandalist” are also used among the definitions, only two of these news

stories define students as “student”.

● In 18 of 51 news pieces, the statements of government representatives or other

official institutions and their representatives are included. In 5 news stories,

what happened at the hearing and the indictments are the main source of the

news.

● In 20 of the news items about the detention or arrest of students, it is common

to emphasize that they are not actually students and that they are “related to

terrorism.” Instead of “charged against”, the phrase “detected to have

committed a crime” is also frequently used.

65



● Violations such as strip search, beating, and prevention of the right to

education, which students encountered while being detained or during their

arrest and trial processes, are generally not covered in the news and in fact,

these violations are mentioned in eight news stories with the comments that

they are “denied” and actually “slanders”.

3. Analyses of the news

3.1. The tone of the news

We created categories as negative, positive, and neutral as part of the first step of the analysis,

which is identifying the tone of the news.

We defined the news as positive, which assumes that students have the right to demonstrate

and assembly, includes the violations they encounter during detention and arrest, does not

have an accusatory tone, and does not express uncondemned charges as crimes. However,

there are no examples for this category in 51 news articles we examined.

47 of 51 news stories are negative. The news items that define the students with words such

as “provocateur”, “terrorist”, reflect the accusations as a condemned crime, and do not

include the violations encountered during these processes form this category.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Newsflash: New development in Boğaziçi University
provocation! Terrorists will be held accountable. They were exposed as supporters of
a terrorist organization. Boğaziçi provocateurs will be held accountable” (A Haber,
7.1.2021)

We determined neutral toned news as news that do not use discriminatory statements against

students and that do not label students with disproved crimes. There are 5 news items in this

category. Important to note here, we do not mention that these news stories include students’

words.

➔ [Translation of the news] “21 suspects, who were detained on charges of committing
the crimes of ‘opposing the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations No. 2911’ and
‘resistance to the officer in charge’ during the press release and protests made after
the rector was appointed to Boğaziçi University, were released on bail.” (Akşam, 8
Ocak 2021)

The news titled “New development regarding the demonstrations at Boğaziçi University” is

among the neutral toned examples because it does not use a discriminatory expression against

students, stating that the accusations are ‘claims.’
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3.2. The predominant theme

Examining what the predominant theme is in the news, we observed three main themes:

provocation, terrorism, and crime. Although more than one theme can be encountered

together in a news piece, we focused on the most prominent theme, which occupies the

broadest space in the news in terms of volume and emphasis.

We observed that the most predominant theme in 51 news items examined is “provocation”

with 23 articles. It is followed by the category of “terrorism” with 16 news pieces. While the

predominant theme is “crime” in 5 articles, 7 news stories are placed in the “other”

category.

In the news where “provocation” is the predominant theme, what happened is defined as

“provocation” in the headline or the text of the news items and students are defined as

“provocateurs”.

➔ [Translation of the news] “Critical development in the provocation at Boğaziçi
University! 16 people detected” (Sabah, 5.1.2021)

In the news where “terrorism” is the predominant theme, students are often accused of

“associated with terrorism”, and it is claimed that those detained or arrested are “related to

terrorism, not students”. In these news pieces, the statements of government representatives,

police or governorships are distinguished as sources. Statements of official sources are

directly quoted not as claims, but as indisputable truths that are the source of the news.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Newsflash: Boğaziçi University declaration from Interior
Minister Süleyman Soylu: Detainees are terrorist organization members” (Takvim,
2.2.2021)

➔ [Translation of the news] “Newsflash: The person detained in Boğaziçi provocation
were revealed as a member of a terrorist organization” (Sabah, 5.1.2021)

In the news pieces where the predominant theme is “crime”, protests during which students

were detained and then arrested are often described as “illegal” or “unauthorized”.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “21 of 45 suspects detained during the investigation
conducted after the rector was appointed to Boğaziçi University were referred to the
courthouse.” (Akşam, 8.1.2021)

3.3. How are students defined?

Students are defined as “student” in only 2 of 51 news stories we examined. The definition of

“suspect” is used in 18 of the news, “provocateur” in 14, “terrorist” in 3, “vandalist” in 1, and

“LGBT pervert” in 1 news quoting Interior Minister Soylu's sentence.

➔ [Translation of the news] “Provocateurs at Boğaziçi University were detained.” (A

Haber, 5.1.2021)
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Interior Minister Süleyman Soylu: 4 LGBT perverts were
detained for disrespecting the great Kaaba at Boğaziçi University!” (Akşam,
30.1.2021)

3.4. What is the source?

The most well-known strategy for the news to reproduce the official discourse is that those

who are taken or cited as sources in the news or whose views are often directly referred are

official persons or institutions. We observed that 18 of 51 news items we examined include

statements by government representatives or other official institutions and their

representatives. In 5 news reports, what happened at the hearing and the indictments are cited

as sources.

Statements by government representatives or other official institutions often contain

examples of targeting, discriminatory language and hate speech. In the news suggesting “the

detainees were not actually students” and “they are related to terrorism”, these statements

became prominent as a source.

In the text below of the news titled “Only 7 out of 108 provocateurs are students”, the

Governor's Office statement is cited as the source for the heading.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “The Governor's Office emphasized that only 7 of 108
people are Boğaziçi University students, and 15 of 101 suspects do not study at a
university.” (Akşam, 3.2.2021)

Police violence and blockade against students are also given along with the statements of

politicians in an affirmative manner. Süleyman Soylu's statement “The Turkish police did it

right” was published in the news websites we examined.

➔ [Translation of the news] “Last minute statement by Minister Soylu: ‘The Turkish
police did it right’” (Sabah, 6.1.2021)

3.5. What is the common attitude in the news of detention and arrest?

In the news pieces about detention, the emphasis on how many detainees are students and

their “relation to terrorism” is prominent.

72

https://www.aksam.com.tr/siyaset/108-provokatorden-sadece-7si-ogrenci/haber-1146320
https://www.sabah.com.tr/gundem/2021/01/06/soyludan-son-dakika-aciklamasi-turk-polisi-dogru-yapmistir


While the news titled “Newsflash: Breaking truth about those detained in Boğaziçi University

protests” include information about how many of those detained are Boğaziçi University

students, it is also emphasized that there are “names related to terrorist organizations”.

➔ [Translation of the news] “Newsflash: Breaking truth about those detained in
Boğaziçi University protests. Newsflash... The records of the detainees during the
protests at Boğaziçi University are mile long. It was stated that only 7 of 108 people
detained in front of the campus are Boğaziçi University students. It was revealed that
130 of 159 people detained yesterday are linked to various terrorist organizations.”
(A Haber, 2.2.2021)

In another news article titled “22 people detained related to the demonstrations in front of

Boğaziçi University”, the emphasis on “terrorism affiliation” is included in the news text with

the expression “detected”.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “It was detected that some of the suspects detained were
involved in organizational activities. It has been found that some of the suspects
detained during the operation participated in the funeral and commemoration
programs of people who died while they were working in the rural structures of
left-socialist terrorist organizations in the past years and took part in various social
protests organized by the public structures of terrorist organizations. In addition, it
was detected that some of the suspects took part in illegal activities such as hanging
banners, street writing, and illegal demonstrations on behalf of terrorist
organizations, and some of the suspects were prosecuted for the crime of
"membership of a terrorist organization.” (Yeni Akit, 5.1.2021)

The social media posts of the detainees are also frequently reported with the allegations of

“affiliation with terrorism.”

In the news pieces related to this issue, the expressions “they are being held accountable” and

“they will be held accountable” are also frequently used. With these definitions, these news

items take a position by acting like a prosecutor or a judge.
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➔ [Translation of the news] Provocateurs are rendering account: 4 people were
detained. In the protest of Prof. Melih Bulu's appointment as a rector, 4 of the
provocateurs, who laid down Kaaba photo on which they attached homosexuals’
symbols, were detained. The prosecution requested arrest for 2 suspects. While the
reactions to this ugly provocation continued, emblems of the terrorist organization
PKK were found in the raid of Boğaziçi LGBTI+ club. (Yeni Şafak , 31.1.2021)

While the information on how the students were detained and the practices such as beating

and rear-handcuffing during the detentions are not covered in the news, photographs of the

house raids carried out by the police at night appear in many news items.
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➔ Photo description: Five policemen in camouflage uniforms and with caps are
standing in front of the iron door of a one-story house with the Turkish flag on the
door. (A Haber, 6.1.2021)

It is also common in the news to use expressions as if the guilt were “proven” and a verdict

was given. The expressions “11 people attacking the police” and “the vandalist who damaged

the police vehicle was arrested” are among the examples in these news stories. In these news

items, statements mentioning the quilt was proven in the protests of the students, the verdict

was given and even the punishment was imposed are frequently used.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “The vandalist who damaged the police vehicle during the
Boğaziçi protests in Kadıköy was arrested.” (Yeni Şafak, 10.1.2021)

While the words “vandalist”, “provocateur” and “suspect” are used in the news of detention

and arrest, it is rarely stated that these people are students in the news about the arrests.

➔ [Translation of the news] “Two of Boğaziçi provocateurs terrorising in Kadıköy were
arrested

Newsflash... 2 of 23 suspects detained related to the illegal demonstrations in Kadıköy
were arrested, the others were released on bail.” (A Haber, 5.2.2021)

3.6. How are violations reported?

During the detention and arrest processes, there were many violations such as

rear-handcuffing, naked search, and blockade on the right to education. During their arrests,

some students were brought to the exams with handcuffs, their university was extended due

to the exams they could not take due to arrest, they could not go to work due to house arrest
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and faced economic difficulties and psychological problems. These violations are not

reflected in the news. When the statements of the students' lawyers on these issues are rarely

reported in the news, they are given with comments such as “slander” and “lie.”

➔ [Translation of the news] “Provocateurs do not settle! They lowered themselves as to
cling to the naked search lie” (Yeni Akit, 6.1.2021)

➔ [Translation of the news] “Boğaziçi provocateurs hope for the support of perverts:
Despicable slander to the honorable Turkish police! Boğaziçi provocateurs,
supported by CHP, HDP and illegal organizations, who use Prof. Dr. Melih Bulu as
an excuse, also hope for the support of homosexual perverts.” (Yeni Akit / 25.1.2021)
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Boğaziçi provocateurs claimed this with a photograph of a
slightly reddened hand: My client was badly beaten” (Yeni Akit, 17.1.2021)

79

https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/bogazici-provokatorleri-hafif-kizarik-bir-el-fotografi-ile-bunu-iddia-ettiler-muvekkilim-feci-sekilde-darp-edildi-1499746.html


IV - Politicians’ Discourses

1. Introduction

“There is no such thing”, “Among them”, “What are you doing there?”, “What do you have

to do with the sacred value of the nation?”, “This exists in the West”, “We have work to do”

Although these consecutive sentences resemble a tongue twister, they are actually quite

serious. They are quotes from the news containing the statements of the President and the

Minister of the Interior on matters concerning university students. Hate speech behind “There

is no such thing ” and “This exists in the West”, there is discrimination against women and

targeting behind “There is no such thing” and “What are you doing there” and the sentences

“What do you have to do with the sacred value of the nation”? and “we have work to do”

include tones of discrimination and threats.

In the fourth of our University in the News report series, we closely examined the statements

of politicians and the media coverage of these statements. In our study, we found examples in

which politicians are directly quoted without verification and reflected as absolute truths. We

inferred that the media outlets do not address hate speech; on the contrary, they are reflected

as absolute truths.
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2.The Scope and the Methodology of the Research

We prepare University in the News reports by scanning all the news, which are mostly about

Boğaziçi protests, published in A Haber, Akşam, Yeni Şafak, Takvim, Sabah and Yeni Akit

between January 4 and March 31.

In our first report, in which we examined Boğaziçi protests, we analyzed 353 news stories

and concluded that the voices of government representatives are heard the most. In 105 of

these news items, government representatives’ or supporters’ voices are accommodated.

Recep Tayyip Erdoğan is quoted directly in 22 of 105 news pieces.

Of 86 news stories we analyzed in our report on LGBTI+ students, 65 contains hate speech,

and in 15 of these 65 news items, the source of hate speech is the quoted statements of

government representatives.

In the news we analyzed in our third report on arrested students, there are frequent examples

of targeting, discriminatory expressions and hate speech in the statements of government

representatives or other official institutions.

The words of politicians did not remain only in news texts. The emphasis in these words was

repeated during the judicial processes that the students faced. We decided to examine closely

how these words are reported.

In this report, we applied discourse analysis to 6 news stories that include the words of

President Erdoğan and Minister of Interior Soylu and that we think represent the general

pattern. We examined the tone of the news, the headlines, how the statements are

accommodated in the news and the photographs used. We defined news including politicians’

accusatory statements that were not verified from various sources and containing

discrimination and hate speech as negative. We categorized the news as neutral, where there

are no targeting and discriminatory statements in sections other than the words of politicians.

We planned to include news that contains the words of politicians together with the words of

other parties, especially students, and conveys their demands in the positive category.

However, all 6 articles are listed in the negative category.

We concluded that the words of both politicians are quoted directly, these statements are not

supported with additional confirming information, the words are reflected as absolute truths

and the hate speech in the discourses is not addressed, on the contrary, it is embraced.
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3. Analyses of News

3.1. “There is no such thing”

➔ [Translation of the news] “Boğaziçi Reaction from President Erdogan: Are you a
student or a terrorist? President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan attended the 7th ordinary AK
Party Artvin-Bilecik-Çankırı-Gaziantep-Iğdır provincial congress via live connection.
Erdoğan harshly criticizes the fact that those detained in the protests at Boğaziçi
University are not even students, saying “Are you a student? Are you a disciple? Or
are you a terrorist who attempt to occupy the rectorate building? We will never give
them that chance. We do whatever we should do. This country will not see any Gezi
protest once again, we will not allow it.” (Yeni Şafak, 3.2.2021)

The first news we will examine in our report is given with the headline “Boğaziçi reaction

from President Erdoğan: Are you a student or a terrorist?”. While the definition of

“provocation”, which is most frequently seen in the news about the protests regarding the

appointment of the rector to Boğaziçi University, is not used in this news piece, the “neutral”

tone captured by the expression “Protests held at Boğaziçi University” turns “negative” with

the headline and spotlight. The statement of the Istanbul Governor’s Office is cited as the

source for the expression “Those detained are not even students.”
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Erdoğan’s words are directly quoted in the news under the subheading “Kılıçdaroğlu defines

terrorist organization representatives as his friends”, right after the Governor’s statement is

repeated.

The article ends with the sentence “There is no LGBT, there is no such thing”, in which

Erdoğan ignores LGBTI+ and serves as an example of hate speech.

➔ [Translation of the news] “Making statements on the issue, President Recep Tayyip
Erdoğan said: “When we look at the statements made by Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu about
Boğaziçi University, he still defines the representatives of the terrorist organization as
his friends. Are you a student? Are you a disciple? Or are you a terrorist who attempt
to occupy the rectorate building? We will never give them that chance. We do
whatever we should do. This country will not see any Gezi protest once again, we will
not allow it. LGBT. No Such Thing. This country is national and moral.” (Yeni Şafak,
03.02.2021)

Inaccurate statements about students’ guards on campus as a “rectorate occupation”,

accusations of “representation of a terrorist organization”, judgmental discourses like

“whatever is necessary will be done”, and discrimination that repeats itself with the sentence

“There is no LGBT, there is no such thing” and hate speech, which will be shown as common

in Turkish politics for many years, are featured directly in the news.

While these statements are accommodated in the news stories, no source is cited except for

the Governor’s statement, which seems to support Erdoğan’s words “they are not students.”
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The accuracy of the governor’s statement is not questioned. However, it remains unclear

whether the fact that some of the protesters are not Boğaziçi University students has an

impact on the legitimacy of the demands.

It seems that the hate speech is promoted since the sentence ignoring the existence of

LGBTI+ students is quoted as it is and the reactions on this issue are intendedly excluded.

In the photo of the news piece, Erdoğan is on a platform with the Presidential logo, framed

from below and Turkish flags are set in the background. His arms are stretched to both sides,

positioned “above” due to the framing, and hence the emphasis of “power” is underlined.

3.2. “Among them”
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➔ [Translation of the news] “They will not be able to take it to the same place as the
Gezi protests,” he said and added: “She is among the provocateurs.” President
Erdoğan made a statement after the Friday prayer he performed at Hz. Ali Mosque.
Stating that the happenings at Boğaziçi University cannot be made to resemble Gezi
incidents, President Erdoğan said: “The wife of that person named Osman Kavala,
who is the representative of Soros, is also among those provocateurs.” (Akşam,
5.2.2021)

In the news titled “They will not be able to take it to the same place as the Gezi protests,” he

said and added: “She is among the provocateurs,” Erdoğan’s definition of “provocateur” is

taken to the headline. In the text of the news item, in which the phrase “incidents at Boğaziçi

University” is used, the word “incidents” contains an emphasis of criminalization. The

appointment of the rector, related protests, and the demands for the resignation of the rector

are not mentioned in the news piece.

While the statement of Erdoğan as “Osman Kavala’s wife” which ignores the existence of the

woman or the educator, is quoted directly. The fact that Prof. Dr. Ayşe Buğra’s name is not

mentioned in the news does not prevent her from being targeted in the news item.

The article directly quotes Erdogan’s sentences, in which he describes students as

“provocateurs”, discriminates against and targets female academics, and criminalizes

opposition parties.
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➔ [Translation of the news]“Evaluating the incidents at Boğaziçi University, President
Erdoğan said: “It is not possible to define it as a student thing there, and to accept it
as such. They will not be able to take it to the same place as the Gezi protests.

SHE IS AMONG THE PROVOCATORS

Stating that Osman Kavala’s wife is among the provocateurs, Erdogan said: “They
say on television, ‘Melih Bulu should resign.’ If they were brave enough, they would
say “The president should also resign.’ The wife of the person named Osman Kavala
who represent Soros is also among those provocateurs. Unfortunately, this issue is led
by a certain political aspect, and the call made last night by HDP as the group of
people nurtured by mountain-based politics, in Kadıköy, and the demonstrations there
are a very clear expression of this political aspect. If you attempt to occupy the
rector’s room, nobody welcomes you.

DON’T YOU FEEL ANY SHAME?

Reviewing Boğaziçi comments in the international press, President Erdoğan harshly
criticized the United States with these words: “When Macron says that Turkey should
disengage from there (Libya), he still can’t get the point.  He needs more time to learn.
America and the EU express that ‘We condemn what happened at Boğaziçi
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University.’. Here, I would say to America: Are you not ashamed of the incidents in
America before the election, in the name of democracy?” (Akşam , 5.2.2021)

While the news piece maintains its negative tone, it also repeats the discriminatory discourse
against women in the headline, spotlight, subheadings, and notes on the photo.

For example, the expressions “He said ‘They will not be able to take it to the same place as
the Gezi protests.’ And then added: ‘She is among the provocateurs.’” is capitalized on the
photograph where Erdoğan is seen on a platform in front of the mosque.

3.3. “What are you doing there?”
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Newsflash: Important statements from President Erdoğan
at the 6th AK Party Ordinary Provincial Women’s Branch Congress.

President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, who made important statements at the 6th AK Party
Adıyaman-Edirne-Erzurum-İzmir-Kırşehir-Mersin-Osmaniye Ordinary Provincial
Women’s Branch Congress, made heads roll about the provocations at Boğaziçi
University. President Erdoğan appealed to the families stating that “We will show no
mercy to those who are involved in terrorism and violence. Protect your children. Do
not throw your children to professional provocateurs.” Erdoğan criticized CHP and
HDP harshly by saying that “There is a woman in the loop, who is the provincial
head of the main opposition party, again another political party, no need to name that
party, also there is its vice president in the loop; hey! what are you doing there? go do
politics, what’s the point of provoking the youth?” (A haber, 5.2.2021)

The first thing that draws attention in the news item, titled “Newsflash: Important statements

from President Erdoğan at the 6th AK Party Ordinary Provincial Women’s Branch

Congresses,” is the head photograph with the quotations in the colored boxes. Next to

Erdoğan’s photo, the sentences “Appeal to the families: Protect your children”, “We will

spoil this insidious drama” are included along with “Reaction to CHP and HDP: What are

you doing there?”, “We will show no mercy to those who are involved in terrorism”, “Do not

throw your children to professional provocateurs.”

The first emotion created by the photo collage is “threat alert.” Color and layout as well as

the language reinforce this emotion. Although there is no official title in the heading,

“President” is the address used.

Starting from the top the word “provocation” is used in addition to Erdoğan’s sentences.

Erdoğan’s words in the same speech as “The pillar of the family is the mother, it’s mother.

Let’s worry our heads about what these lesbians mesbians are saying” are included in the

news text, however, they are not particularly emphasized or commented upon. This lack of

emphasis also supports the “negative” tone of the news. Conveying these sentences as spoken

also refers to a certain point of view, since it sets an example of hate speech with its

ignorance of sexual orientation, and sexism and discrimination with its sole definition of

women as mothers. Subsequently in Erdoğan’s speech, the expressions “family structure”,

“our women”, “our mothers” are frequently used. All these expressions are directly quoted

without comment in the news text.
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Before quoting the section on the protests around the appointment of the rector at Boğaziçi

University, the sentence “Referring to the fact that a fractional minority at Boğaziçi

University is attempting to occupy the rector’s room, Erdoğan speaks as follows” is used.

Definition of the students as a “fractional minority” and the statement “attempting to occupy

the rector’s office” is presented as the absolute truth, without any justification.

While the sentences stating that the students “were provoked from the outside” are listed, the

sentences in which Erdoğan targets another woman without mentioning her name, the

opposition party politician Canan Kaftancıoğlu, are also directly reflected in the news.

3.4. “What do you have to do with the sacred value of the nation?”

Another politician, whose words are frequently quoted in many of the news items we

reviewed, and who is often the source of hate speech towards LGBTI+, is the Minister of

Interior Süleyman Soylu.

In our report on the protests of Boğaziçi University, the most predominant theme is

“provocation”, followed by “terrorism”. Soylu’s statement “the detainees are members of the

terrorist organization” is particularly the basis for the news on “terrorism”.

Let us take a closer look at the news with similar statements quoted in almost every news

website we reviewed.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Newsflash: Bogaziçi University statement from Interior
Minister Süleyman Soylu: Those detained are members of the terrorist organization.

According to breaking news, Interior Minister Süleyman Soylu said: “(Detentions at
Boğaziçi University) 79 of those detained are members of terrorist organizations,
including DHKP/C and TKP-ML. Well, they say: ‘You have appointed a trustee
rector.’ For one thing, this is a fascist approach. not a proper approach. They intend
to occupy the rector’s room. I will not allow this while I am the Minister of Interior.”
In addition to this, Soylu said: “I will not engage in politics from the moment Tayyip
Erdogan resigns.” (Takvim, 2.2.2021)

In the first news item that we will analyze Soylu’s statement, “The detainees are members of

a terrorist organization” is conveyed in the headline.

Photographical preferences support this perception in terms of colors and emphasis. On the

photograph, which appears to have been taken from a scene of a protest, the expressions “The

‘look down’ lie is an operation”, “They will occupy the rector’s office”, “79 of them are
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terrorists from DHKP-C” are listed in red colors or on a red background. In the corner of the

photo, there is the sentence “Terrorism connections have been exposed” and in another photo,

“19 DHKP-C 23 MLKP 9 PKK” resembles a puzzle.

The color choice in the title and photo, the layout reminding of the “warning” signs, spreads

the perception that it is a “dangerous” situation.

Throughout the news, Soylu’s sentences are quoted directly without mentioning what actually

happened, and what the demands and answers are.

For example, while conveying the statements of Soylu about a work of art, which depicts the

Kaaba with a Basilisk figure placed on it together with LGBTI+ flags in the corners, in the

exhibition opened during the protests at Boğaziçi University, the words of the students on the

issue are not included.

➔ [Translation of the news] “Unfortunately, a certain number of marginal, ideological
extremists transformed the university into the marginal ideological center. This is not
right. The thing that we would discuss with Boğaziçi University is only their success.
They are blocking out the university. You may say, "What’s wrong with you? Let them
deal with the sacred values of the nation.” What are you doing with the Kaaba? Don’t
they have a mother, father, family? In this country, every day five calls to prayer are
read. Where are the words ‘respect, democracy, pluralism? Is it okay for people to
come down and provoke others beliefs that much?” (Takvim, 2.2.2021)

In the subheading where the sentence “The term trustee rector is a fascist approach” is

included, Soylu’s statements containing discrimination and hate speech towards LGBTI+ are

also observed subsequently.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “The term “trustee rector” is a fascist approach

It is a political approach. It is not an approach that would represent the university
itself. Unfortunately, marginal, ideological extremists transformed the university into
the marginal ideological center. This is not right. What we would discuss is their
success. They are set in the middle of the university together with the groups called
LGBT, which is touted by the West to Turkey. What do you have to do with the sacred
values of the nation? Don’t they have families? What about democracy, respect,
pluralism? Is it right to approach people’s beliefs in a provocative way? (Takvim,
2.2.2021)

Soylu’s other statements quoted in the news are as follows: “They broke the entrance gate of

Boğaziçi University on the first day. This is called vandalism. What will these students do?

They will enter the rector’s room, occupy the rector’s room. While I am the Minister of the

Interior, I will not allow this. Even if Boğaziçi University rises, even if Turkey rises, I will not

allow it. Invading and occupying the rector’s office, LGBT people doing this, shouting “killer

police” against the police. Where are we? Why are they doing this? We do not allow this.

What are CHP parliamentarians doing in this?

While the news accepts the views in these sentences as absolute truths, it contains the words

of neither the students nor the other actors at the university.
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3.5. “This exists in the West”

➔ [Translation of the news] Minister Soylu: 79 of those detained are members of a
terrorist organization.

In a statement regarding the detentions at Boğaziçi University, Minister of Interior
Soylu said: “79 of those detained are members of terrorist organizations, including
DHKP/C and TKP-ML.” (Akşam, 3.2.2021)

Similar statements by Soylu are quoted in another news item with the headline “Minister

Soylu: 79 of those detained are members of a terrorist organization.”  The statements in the

introductory part of the news item, where Anadolu Agency is cited as the source, are quoted

without a separate comment; however, in the content of the news article, the statements such

as “LGBT does not coincide with any value of Turkey”, “The entrance gate of Boğaziçi

University was broken on the first day” are also quoted directly and this turns the tone of the

news negative.
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In the news piece, we see that Soylu’s statements are reflected as absolute truths, not as

claims, and on the other hand, the words of the students, who are the actual subjects, are not

included at all.

3.6. “We have work to do”

Not only are Soylu’s public statements but also his social media posts frequently the subject

of the news. Despite police and private security unit violence against students on and in front

of Boğaziçi University’s campus, the words “Turkish police implemented the law” is
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presented with the headline “Newsflash: Boğaziçi statement from Minister Soylu: The Turkish

Police did the right thing.”

➔ [Translation of the news] “Newsflash: Boğaziçi statement from Minister Soylu: “The
Turkish Police did the right thing.” (Sabah, 6.1.2021)

We defined the news as negative since there is an emphasis on “provocation” and a definition

of students being “linked to terrorism” in the news spotlight. We observed that the views in

Soylu’s words are embraced and used in the news text where his words are not quoted.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Minister of Interior Süleyman Soylu issued a statement
about the provocative incidents at Boğaziçi University. Soylu said that the Turkish
police, who did not allow non-student terrorist-related groups to enter Boğaziçi
University, did the right thing. Soylu said, ‘Should we welcome them and tell them to
come in?’” (Sabah, 6.1.2021)

What Soylu said in his previous statements is accepted as true, without confirming the source,

and published in the introductory part of the news item as it is. The sentence “It was revealed

that the suspects who tried to provoke the incidents at Boğaziçi University are members of

terrorist organizations and marginal groups such as PKK, MLKP, DEVPAR, THKPC,

TKP/ML and TKEP/L” sets an example for this.

Subsequently, Soylu’s social media post is included in the news piece.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Soylu said that the Turkish police, who did not allow
non-student terrorist-related groups trying to enter Boğaziçi University, did the right
thing.

Soylu said that the Turkish police, who did not allow non-student terrorist-related
groups trying to enter Boğaziçi University, did the right thing.

They violently broke the gate of Boğaziçi University.

Our police fastened the broken gate with plastic for security.

They broke the gates by vandalism again for the second time …

Our police fastened the gates together again with the handcuffs of the private security
guards.” (Sabah, 6.1.2021)

➔ [Translation of the news] “We would make it our business to blackwash you in
public. But we have a responsibility for our Nation and we have work to do.” (Sabah,
6.1.2021)

97

https://www.sabah.com.tr/gundem/2021/01/06/soyludan-son-dakika-aciklamasi-turk-polisi-dogru-yapmistir
https://www.sabah.com.tr/gundem/2021/01/06/soyludan-son-dakika-aciklamasi-turk-polisi-dogru-yapmistir
https://www.sabah.com.tr/gundem/2021/01/06/soyludan-son-dakika-aciklamasi-turk-polisi-dogru-yapmistir


V - Crime and Criminalization

1. Introduction

We present the fifth of the reports we prepared on news about student activism under the title

of crime and criminalization. Criminalization is one of the prominent strategies used in the

process of labeling and stigmatizing undesirable, discriminated, and assumed troublesome

social segments. In the broader and more comprehensive meaning of the word, “power”

criminalizes and punishes certain acts and their actors. What is a crime and who is a criminal

is determined in proportion to the degree of democracy in the political atmosphere. In Turkey

and in similar authoritarian systems, the cluster of crime and criminals is expanding. These

systems treat  a series of actions that would be otherwise considered as the exercise of the

most basic human rights: rights and actions such as expression of thought, assembly and

peaceful action as crimes.

The issue of crime and criminalization, which we have occasionally covered in previous

reports, deserves to be the subject of a separate report due to its prevalence and impact.

Because the media and news again play an important role in drawing the discursive

distinction between the “normal” and the “abnormal”, and the “legal” and the “illegal”.

98



In the analyzes we made for this part of our report, we observed that almost all the elements

that students use to express themselves in news about student activism, especially in protests,

are reflected in the news as criminal elements. These are accompanied by crimes that are

invented or, in other words, fabricated.

The news reports associate student protest anthems with all sorts of terrorist organizations,

and referred to as “terrorism”. This term is also often used together with political discourses

that have not been fact-checked. While slogans are defined as a “crime”, rainbow flags are

criminalized, amounting to hate speech against the LGBTI+s.

In our fifth report on student activism, we closely examined the patterns of crime and

criminalization in the news.

2. The scope and the methodology of the research

We prepare “University in the News” reports by scanning for news about student activism in

A Haber, Akşam, Yeni Şafak, Takvim, Sabah, Akit Tv and Yeni Akit between January 4 and

March 31.

In our first report, in which we examined Boğaziçi protests, we analyzed 353 news stories

and observed examples of systematic criminalization of students in the news. The definition

of the students through the words “found to have committed the crimes” and “suspect” and a

reflection of the protests and the anthems played during the demonstrations as “criminal

elements” are examples of this criminalization.

Of 86 news pieces we analyzed in our report on LGBTI+ students, 65 include hate speech,

and most of these articles criminalize LGBTI+s and the LGBTI+ flag.

Crime and criminalization are involved in our third report on “Imprisoned Students”, with the

emphasis that the detainees are not actually students and that the students “are affiliated with

terrorism”.

Our fourth report, in which we focus on the discourses of politicians in the news, draws

attention to the fact that the direct quotation of politicians’ words constitutes a basis for

criminalization.
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When it comes to student activism, it is revealed in our previous reports that crime and

criminalization are a predominant element in the news. In this report, we applied discourse

analysis to the news that we think represents the general pattern, including examples of crime

and criminalization.

We observed that along with the anthems sung, slogans chanted, banners carried during the

protests, rainbow flags are also included in the news as a “criminal element”.

3. Analyses of the News

3.1. “Criminal Elements” and invented “crimes”

3.1.1. Anthems

➔ [Translation of the news] “‘Bella Ciao’ anthem at the rector’s protest at Boğaziçi
University. The students protesting the appointment of Melih Bulu as the rector to
Boğaziçi University by the presidential decree, including many terrorist organization
militants, chanted “killer police” slogans in their protest in Kadıköy and sang the
Italian communist anthem “Bella Ciao”. (Yeni Akit, 6.1.2021)

The reporting on anthems and songs sung in demonstrations are frequent examples of

criminalizing students. In the news titled “‘Bella Ciao’ anthem at the rector’s protest at

Boğaziçi University”, many elements from anthems to slogans are linked to crime.

The first thing that draws the reader’s attention is “Bella Ciao”, which is also included in the

title. The Italian protest anthem Bella Ciao is sang with Turkish lyrics in many protests in

Turkey. Perhaps the only occasion where the anthem was the subject of direct accusation was

in the demonstration in 2020, when it was played over a mosque loudspeaker. The charges of
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“publicly insulting religious values” were brought to those detained in connection with the

protest. It is portrayed as part of the criminal element in the protests of Boğaziçi University.

The anthem in the title of the news is also emphasized in the spotlight and content. The

phrase “Bella Ciao sang”, repeated five times throughout the news story, gives the impression

that singing this anthem is a crime.

In addition to this anthem, the work titled “Banners in Hands” by Ruhi Su is also

criminalized in this news piece. The work dated 1977 is attributed to the terrorist organization

founded in 1994, under the subheading “They danced a halay with DHKP-C anthems” in the

news involves these expressions: “Students attacking the police in front of the school,

throwing what they find, danced a halay with terrorist organization DHKP-C anthems,

singing the lyrics ‘the slingshots in their hands, children shooting’”

The sentence “Students danced to Metallica waving LGBT flags in the university today” in

an article with the same title also demonstrates that the type of music and lyrics do not make

much difference in terms of criminalization. This sentence alone creates the perception that

dancing with rainbow flags listening to Metallica would be a “crime.”
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➔ (Yeni Akit, 6.1.2021)

3.1.2. “Terrorism”

Another criminalizing title mentioned together with anthems in the news analyzed is

“terrorism”. The definition of “terrorist” referring to students appears in 29 of 75 news stories

we examined about the protests. While this definition is intended to be supported with

anthems and slogans, in fact, the statements of official sources and politicians often provide a

basis for this criminalization. The language blaming the students is repeated, especially the

statements of Minister of Interior Süleyman Soylu as “the detainees are members of the

terrorist organization” is contained in the news article without being fact-checked.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Newsflash: Bogaziçi University statement from Interior
Minister Süleyman Soylu: Detainees are members of a terrorist organization.

According to the breaking news, Interior Minister Süleyman Soylu said, "(Detentions
at Boğaziçi University) 79 of those detained are members of terrorist organizations,
including DHKP/C, TKP-ML. Now they say, ‘You have appointed a trustee rector.’
For one thing, this is a fascist approach. It is not the right approach. They would
occupy the rector’s room. I would not allow this while I am the Minister of Interior.
Moreover, Soylu said, “I will not engage in politics from the moment Tayyip Erdogan
quits.” (Takvim, 2.2.2021)

As seen in our previous news analysis, the protesters are clearly charged with terrorism

through ambiguous expressions such as “students, including many terrorist organization

militants”. However, it was also observed that there is no additional information in the news

articles about what these terrorist organizations are, how many students are members of

which terrorist organization, and what kind of measures are taken against the members of this
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terrorist organization. Labels such as “militant”, “terrorist” and other unsubstantiated

accusations are used throughout the news.

3.1.3. Slogans

Another example of criminalization strategies in the news is coverage of the slogans chanted

at the protests. In particular, some slogans provide a basis for the identification of students as

“provocateurs”. The slogan “killer police” is one of them. The slogan, emphasized as from

the spotlight in the first news we examined, appears in many other news as well.

➔ [Translation of the news] “‘Killer Police’ slogan from some cruel terrorists who look
like students at Boğaziçi University!

A group gathered to protest Melih Bulu, who was appointed as the rector of Boğaziçi
University, sang the DHKP-C anthem, and chanted “Killer Police” slogans.” (Akit
Tv, 5.1.2021)

In another news article with the headline “killer police,” included the striking expression

“cruel terrorists who look like students”. In this news story, where the news language and the

language of insult is intermingled even the most basic principles of journalism and reporting

is abandoned. It is observed that the students are defined as “terrorists”, the anthems sung are

associated with various terrorist organizations and the slogans chanted are conveyed as

“criminal elements”. This theme appears in more than one news article.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Newsflash: A harsh reaction from the Spokesperson of the
Ministry of Interior, Çataklı, to the provocateurs in Boğaziçi, who chanted 'killer
police' slogans.

According to the breaking news, Ministry of Interior Spokesperson İsmail Çataklı
said, “The tactless slogan against the Turkish police during a protest at Boğaziçi
University made us extremely sad.” İsmai Çataklı stated, “It is not possible for us to
accept that our police officers are called killers and remain silent about it.” Çataklı
expressed that only two of 17 people detained at Boğaziçi University are registered
students at the university. Çataklı announced that 15 people had terrorist criminal
records, from MLKP to other terrorist organizations.” (A Haber , 6.1.2021)

In our news analysis, we observed that the statements of politicians also provide a basis for

the slogans to be included in the news as a criminal element. Ministry of Interior

Spokesperson İsmail Çataklı’s words “It is not possible for us to accept that our police

officers are called killers” is found sufficient to demonstrate the slogan as “underpinning

crime”. In fact, the students who chanted this slogan, which were put in quotes in the news

story, are directly defined as “provocateurs”.
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3.1.4. Rainbow Flags

As we mentioned in our report on LGBTI+ students, LGBTI+ flags are also featured in the

news as a criminal element. It is observed in the news that not only flags but also everything

with rainbow colors is depicted as a criminal element, being LGBTI+ is also portrayed as a

crime, and hate speech is generated in this way.

Symbols of the LGBTI+ movement, rainbow and trans flags appearing in the protests are

reflected in the news as if they are criminal elements. Eight of 86 news stories we analyzed in

our report on LGBTI+ students include the expression “LGBT/LGBT-İ flag”, while 16 news

reports describe rainbow and trans flags as “rags”. Only eight news stories include the

expression “LGBT flags” or “LGBT-İ flags”, other expressions used for flags are as follows:

“So called flag”, “So called flag of the perverted people of lot (LGBT)”, “Flags of gay

perverts (LGBT)”, “The cloth with the LGBT symbol”, “The rag of the LGBTist perverts”.

In the first news article of the report, we can give an example of criminalizing flags, along

with the dance that manifests itself in the sentence “Students danced with LGBT flags

listening to Metallica in the university”:

➔ [Translation of the news] “Moreover, a group of perverts made a protests by dancing
and waving LGBT flags” (Takvim, 6.1.2021)

The appearance of the rainbow flag is reflected in the news with an emphasis on the headline

as “flags unfurled”, “flags furled drew attention”, as if a prohibited and/or criminal element is

demonstrated. With the emphasis on the phrase “this time in Germany” it is observed that the

fact that the protests manifest themselves in different environments and places is implied as a

continuity and part of organized crime.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Boğaziçi protest with LGBT flags: This time in Germany.
A protest was held in Germany against Prof. Melih Bulu. The fact that the crowd
gathered in Berlin unfurled LGBT flags drew public attention.” (Yeni Şafak,
10.1.2021)

➔ [Translation of the news] “LGBT flags were unfurled at Boğaziçi University. Students
protesting the appointment of Prof. Melih Bulu as rector by presidential decree
including many members of terrorist organizations dancing waving LGBT flags
listening to Metallica music, after they chanted the ‘killer police’ slogans and danced
halays with a terrorist anthem.” (Yeni Akit, 6.1.221)
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In the news titled “LGBT flags were unfurled at Boğaziçi University”, we encounter all of the

“criminal elements” we have listed so far: “members of a terrorist organization” among the

students, the “killer police” slogan together with the anthem of “terrorists”, music ranging

from halay to Metallica and dancing waving LGBTI+ flags.
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VI - Student’s Voice

1. Introduction

One of the points that we frequently emphasize in the University in the News reports has

been who the actors whose voices are heard in the news and how these voices are conveyed

as the founding feature of the news discourse. In fact, news reporting is a selection and

sorting process. What is newsworthy or not, which elements in a particular incident will be

included in the news, which elements will not be included in the news, who will be selected

as the news source, and how the choices will be made regarding the heading, wording and

photograph determines what we call news discourse or frame. All these determine what we

call news discourse or news frame. The preferences of the reporters, what they include or

exclude are extremely important. One of the most important of these choices is whose voice

will be reflected in the news and how it will be reflected. The subject has a voice; the subject

speaks and expresses their demands, wishes, experiences, and objections. As the subject

whose voice is not heard in the news -whoever they are- gets silent, they move away from

being the subject of the news and turn into the object of the news. They become the “thing”

that is spoken about rather than the one who speaks. And hence they lose their power,

autonomy, and authenticity. As the “subject”, who loses its voice and is silenced, becomes
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objectified, it transforms into the field of action of various power projects and political/social

imaginations and becomes reified. In fact, this is the very experience of the refugee, trans,

woman, poor, activist, Kurd and Armenian, etc., on whom is spoken: Becoming the object of

“speech” rather “speaking for themselves.”

When we assess the coverage of Boğaziçi protests in the pro-government media, it is possible

to observe that this process of objectification and silencing is implemented systematically and

deliberately. Student activism does not hesitate to speak up, but the pro-government media

often does not hear or reflect this voice; and when it is reflected, the narrative is always

accompanied by targeting and hate speech. Students as the subject of the protests and their

democratic demands are engulfed in a partisan and biased publishing policy. However,

students try to construct their own media to express their own statements and continue to find

ways to make their words heard.

How much of the students’ voice is heard in the pro-government media? How do these words

sound in these news items where their words are somehow reflected? From what kind of

perspective do those who get the students’ words in these news articles perceive them?

To seek answers to these questions in our sixth report, we examined closely the news that

somehow included the words of the students.

2. The Scope and the Methodology of the Research

We prepare “University in the News” reports by scanning all the news about student activism

in A Haber, Akşam, Yeni Şafak, Takvim, Sabah, Akit Tv and Yeni Akit between January 4 and

March 31.

In our first report on Boğaziçi protests, we stated that only 19 of 353 news stories we

examined include the words of the students. This ratio presents a situation where the process

of silencing and objectification that we underlined in the introduction is clearly visible.

Besides accommodating the words of the students such scantily, how their words are

conveyed is also another subject of research.
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The words and statements of the students participated in the protests are conveyed along with

targeting, criminalization or hate speech in all the news items. The emphasis on “a hidden

goal behind different than the visible” appears frequently in the news articles. In fact, the

words of the student, who made a statement against those who participated in the protests, are

reported with the highlight of “here are the facts”.

While the statements of the students are conveyed under the theme of “provocation”, hate

speech is bred as the comments of LGBTI+ students are reported. The orientation of the

students’ words revealed the difference in terms of conveyance. So, there is a divergence

between the reporting of statements in favor and against the protests.

3. Analysis of the News

3.1. Emphasis on “provocation” framing statements

Six of 19 news reports include press releases or statements made by the students.

Especially in the news about the protests, the statements are conveyed by emphasizing “a

hidden goal behind different than the visible” and by highlighting the themes of

“provocation” and “terrorism.” The demands expressed by the students in the statements are

criminalized. Discrimination against LGBTI+s manifest itself with the stress on “perversion.”

➔ [Translation of the news] “Boğaziçi provocateurs spit their venom towards the AK
Party government by revealing ugly expressions! The group that put their seal on
Boğaziçi provocation gathered at Çağlayan Courthouse today. In the statement they
made there the members of the group spit their hostility towards the AK Party
government with insulting expressions.” (Yeni Akit, 7.1.2021)
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In the news reporting a press statement in front of the courthouse with the heading of

Boğaziçi provocateurs spit their venom towards AK Party government by revealing ugly

expressions! (Yeni Akit, 7.1.2021) students are defined as “provocateurs”. The news starting

with the sentence “The provocateurs who came out of the university borders gathered at the

Çağlayan Courthouse today after their meeting in Kadıköy yesterday” does not include the

information that a statement was made in front of the courthouse for the 24 students detained

during the protests.

The statements of the students, “We are calling out to those who watch us by trembling for

fear of losing their power with the strength this union gives us: You cannot intimidate the

youth with your pressures and arrests” are conveyed by stating, “The group that organized

the press statement here spit their venom towards the AK Party government by revealing ugly

expressions.”

Two paragraphs from the statement are reflected in the news with the following subheadings:

“Look why they are protesting!” and “The allegation that the police are attacking!”

Sentences against trustee appointments to municipalities are conveyed with the emphasis of

“terrorism”. The use of a photograph of a student kicking against the police shields

surrounding them on the subheading of the claim that the police are attacking is striking.

➔ [Translation of the news] “So called rector’s protest is actually support to HDP4”

(Sabah, 22.1.2021)

In another news article titled “So called rector’s protest is actually support to HDP” (Sabah,

22.1.2021) regarding the protest in Kadıköy, the statements regarding the trustee appointment

to HDP municipalities are conveyed in a manner of criminalizing HDP and students. While

protesting Melih Bulu is called “allegation” in the article, the main reason for the gathering is

stated as “raising voices of HDP and LGBTI+s.” Criminalizing some of the demands voiced

in the protest and discrimination against LGBTI+ students appear in the sentences.

4 HDP: Peoples’ Democratic Party
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Boğaziçi University Solidarity Groups came together in
Kadıköy pier with the claim of protesting Rector Melih Bulu, a group of students and
leftist organization members. In the protest, a short part is devoted to the appointment
of the rector, while the voices of HDP and LGBT members, who were found to be
affiliated with terrorism and were dismissed and replaced by a trustee, were given
ample place to be heard.” (Sabah, 22.1.2021)

While the students are described as “provocateurs” in the two news stories, which also

include the written statements of Boğaziçi Solidarity as visuals, the emphasis on the fact that

Melih Bulu’s resignation is an “excuse” and the students’ “hidden goal behind” their protests

are predominant in the texts.

➔ [Translation of the news] “The Presidency demanded a meeting: The real purpose of
Boğaziçi provocateurs has been revealed!

The Presidency requested a meeting with the group, which continues their protests at
Boğaziçi University. Boğaziçi Solidarity organization, on the other hand, revealed
their real purpose by sharing a post on their twitter account.” (Yeni Akit, 7.1.2021)

In the news titled “The Presidency demanded a meeting: The real purpose of Boğaziçi

provocateurs has been revealed!”, the statement is conveyed with a subheading “They
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proved that their aim is to ‘create chaos’!” “The whole picture” emphasis is also present in

the news article, in which the fact that the opposition parties supported the protests and other

issues that the social opposition reacted to are reminded. The demands of the students are

listed in the sentence “Those who say that the 3rd Bridge, Istanbul Airport, Çanakkale

Bridge and Canal Istanbul should not be built during the Gezi uprising hid today behind the

excuse that the Rector should resign”; however, due to the general theme of the news, the

demands are also narrated as criminalized.

In another news titled “Boğaziçi provocateurs confessed: Why the vice-rector’s seat was

vacant” (Yeni Akit, 23.1.2021), in which the written statement is conveyed with similar

emphasis, “foreign forces”, “causing chaos”, and “provocation” themes are predominant with

the subheading “They also receive support from abroad.”

➔ [Translation of the news] “Boğaziçi provocateurs confessed: Why the vice-rector’s
seat was vacant. The group trying to create trouble using Prof. Dr. Melih Bulu,
appointed as Rector at Boğaziçi University, as an excuse, confessed why the
vice-rector’s seat was vacant in the bulletin they published.” (Yeni Akit, 23.1.2021)

3.2. Breeding hate speech when conveying statements

While targeting is common in the news including the words of students, hate speech is also

accommodated when the subject is LGBTI+ students. The news story of Yeni Akit, covering

the interview given by LGBTI+ students to another newspaper with the headline “A

perverted homosexual confessed that they are in opposition to Islam: ‘They are messing

around with us because of this’” (Yeni Akit, 4.2.2021), set an example for the hate speech.

Opposition media is also targeted in the news article, breeding hate speech by describing

LGBTI+s by means of words such as “pervert” and “naughty”.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “A perverted homosexual confessed: ‘They are messing
around with us because of this’ Opponent media welcomed LGBTIst naughties who
grate on Muslim people’s nerve endings by making an incalculably disrespectful insult
to the great Kaabe.” (Yeni Akit, 4.2.2021)

The statements of the students and the words of those who support them are reported by

targeting them. The news article titled “Both LGBTI and TTB members met in the same fosse:

Boğaziçi provocation keeps going!” (Yeni Akit, 26.1.2021) is one of the prominent examples

of these news items.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Both LGBTI and TTB members met in the same fosse:
Boğaziçi provocation keeps going! The support for the group, which started Boğaziçi
provocation backed by CHP, HDP and illegal organizations, came from the Turkish
Medical Association along with the LGBTI, whom they hoped for help.” (Yeni Akit,
26.1.2021)

In the news story, the support of the Turkish Medical Association (TTB) is conveyed with the

expressions as “Perverted homosexuals and TTB administrators, who support the group

intending to provoke Boğaziçi provocation by using Prof. Dr. Melih Bulu as an excuse, met in

the same fosse.” The public statement shared by Boğaziçi University LGBTI+ Studies Club,

closed during the protests, on its social media account, is reflected in the news item with a

subheading of “Perverted homosexuals challenged!” In addition to hate speech, threats

encountered are also belittled as “fuss.”
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Perverted homosexuals challenged! On the other hand,
perverted homosexuals, known as Boğaziçi LGBTI group, also made a fuss stating
that their living spaces are under threat and challenged them with the statements
“Get used to it, we are here, we are not leaving.” (Yeni Akit, 26.1.2021)

3.3. “Respect” demanded in statements

The emphasis on “disrespect” in the news items is not limited to “disrespect for religion”. In

the news that include the conversation between the students and Melih Bulu, the students are

described as “having a spoiled narcissistic mass psychology” and their reaction to Bulu as

“shameless.” In this news article titled “Bogazici University Rector Melih Bulu mingled in a

group of students demanding his resignation, but...” (Takvim, 6.1.2021), Melih Bulu is

positioned as “calm, modest” and students as “influenced by perception operation.” In the

news where the speeches are reported in the form of dialogue, the applause and whistles of

the students are conveyed as “shame” and the expressions that Bulu “tolerated the marginals”

are used.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “THEY PERMANENTLY INTERRUPTED PROF. DR.
BULU AND TRIED TO MAKE FUN OF HIM!

Bulu, who wanted to answer the students’ questions, said, “I am a person appointed
within the rule.” The students, on the other hand, exhibited weird gestures for the
sake of applause.

Interrupting Bulu, who said, “I have two articles,” the students manipulated him with
a “ooooooooo” hum.

While making a statement about the article allegations made about Prof. Dr. Melih
Bulu, a student said, “Sir, what is it like to speak in that language,” and applause and
laughter arose.” (Takvim, 6.1.2021)

3.4. Orientation of the statements and their place in the news

Students’ social media posts are often the subject of the news items. There are two extremes

in terms of reporting the posts of students who participated in and those who reacted to the

protest. The posts of the students who participated in the protest are conveyed in a

criminalizing manner with the emphasis on “terrorism” and targeting the students. In the

news stories about the statements of the students participating in the protest, the stress is often

upon “lies, slander.”

The post of a student who reacted to the protest is published on five different news sites with

the headlines “They told the truth, reaction from Boğaziçi students”, supporting the emphasis

on provocation within a theme of “inner voice” and it is reported without fact-checking.
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➔ [Translation of the news] Boğaziçi student told the entire truth! (Yeni Akit, 6.1.2021)

The tweet thread, in which a student states, “There are terrorists trying to appear as Boğaziçi

student” on social media, and that “a group of terrorists trolled the protest and attacked the

police, the police assumed a humble attitude,” is reported with headlines including the

emphasis “told the truth” and “student revolt.” In these news items, the examples of

criminalization that we mentioned in our 5th report are often found. Allegations that the

slogans chanted during the protests are related to “terrorism”, the sentences that the detained

students are “associated with terrorism,” and the targeting of politicians who supported the

protest are prominent in these news articles.

In the news titled “Who are those who attacked the police at Boğaziçi University and chanted

PKK slogans? The student from Boğaziçi told everything.” slogans are cited as criminal

elements.

➔ [Translation of the news] “Students who started protesting after the appointment of
rector Melih Bulu chanted PKK slogans. During the incidents at Boğaziçi University,
those who attacked the police chanted “These youth are shooting with slingshots in
their hands, rise up, rise up, we are from the city, you are from the village” and “The
killer police get out of the university.” (A Haber, 5.1.2021)

119

https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/bogazicili-ogrenci-tum-gercegi-anlatti-1498925.html
https://www.ahaber.com.tr/gundem/2021/01/05/bogazici-universitesinde-polise-saldirip-pkk-slogani-atanlar-kimler-bogazicili-ogrenci-her-seyi-anlatti?paging=2


➔ [Translation of the news] “Provocation complains by Boğaziçi University students:
‘There are terrorists trying to appear as Boğaziçi students’

Boğaziçi University is in chaos through the provocation of CHP and HDP alliance
and some organizations. Members of the organization, who are not even students,
created chaos as if they are students, and sought to inflame the streets. Boğaziçi
University students complained about the situation and said, WThose who entered
into the university to provoke the protest attacked the police. Our police always
assumed a humble attitude. Halk TV, KRT and Tele 1 started to broadcast a live feed.
People who are not Boğaziçi students read the public statement.’” (Takvim, 6.1.2021)

In two of six news stories, a single student’s explanation is defined as the words of “Boğaziçi

University students.” There is an emphasis in the news article that “Boğaziçi University

students reacted to the protests performed by the outsiders.”

➔ [Translation of the news] “Newsflash: Students complained! There are terrorists
trying to appear as Boğaziçi students. (Sabah, 6.1.2021)
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VII - Visual Content Preference

1. Introduction

One of the important elements in the establishment of news language and discourse is visuals

used in news articles. Nowadays, it is getting harder and harder to find news that does not

contain images, especially when considering the “new” media of news. This is indeed one of

the results of the visual culture that we have been experiencing for a long time and is now

radicalized. Let alone encountering news without images, we are witnessing that “image

gallery” journalism almost without any text has become widespread on news websites and

social media accounts.

We can analyze news visuals from many perspectives: semiotic analysis focusing on the

explicit and implicit meanings of the image; social semiotics, which examines the practices of

symbolization in certain social, political, and cultural conditions, or visual content analysis,

which sets out to explore the quantitative and qualitative characteristics and patterns of a

particular set of images. Regardless of the method and approach applied, the main purpose of

these efforts is to reveal and deconstruct the relations of domination and exploitation that the

texts construct and obscure. And in this report, we observe the use of images in the news and

what images construct or hide. Because discourse is not only constructed through what is said
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or pointed out, but also through those that are not mentioned, those that are hidden and

ignored. In our report, we try to reflect what photos in the news “speak” or “ignore” as much

as possible.

2. The Scope and the Methodology of the Research

We prepare University in the News reports by scanning the news involving students between

January 4 and March 31 on A Haber, Akşam, Yeni Şafak, Takvim, Sabah, Yeni Akit and Akit

TV, and applying content and discourse analyzes to these news articles.

In our first six reports, we observed the news texts in detail. We analyzed the news under six

different headings, from Boğaziçi protests to LGBTI+ students, from imprisoned students to

the discourse of politicians, from criminalizing to the voices of students. In the report you are

reading at the moment, we examine closely the images in the news we reviewed in the

previous six reports. We encountered 230 images repeating in different news. We examined

who appears performing which action in the images, the contrasts established in the images,

the symbols frequently used, and in addition to these, the texts that surround and support the

images.

Examining the news images in the newspapers we deal with about Boğaziçi University

protests, it is observed that the news images mostly include students, academics, politicians

supporting them, government representatives and police. Even though the statements of the

students are contained in the images, we see that the headlines demonstrate that these words

are intended to be silenced, the students are portrayed as aggressive while the students and

the police are positioned as confronting each other, the police violence against the students is

invisible, the LGBTI+ flags in the images correspond to hate speech in the news, and

negative discourse about the students proceed by means of the texts on the images.

3. Analyses of Visuals

3.1. Who are present in the visuals?

Images of students often consist of group photos taken during press statements and

demonstrations. In the news targeting and criminalizing students, photographs of the
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moments when students confront the police or are detained as individuals rather than as a

group are prominent.

Photographs featuring academics, although less so than students, accompany the news texts.

Photographs of academics are usually taken from demonstrations. In the news where these

photos are used, hate speech is produced by drawing attention to the LGBTI+ flags.

When politicians are the representatives of opposition parties that support the protests, their

photos from the demonstrations are used, while government representatives often appear in

the news with their portraits and podium photos. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan and Süleyman Soylu

are among the politicians whose photographs are most frequently used. In particular, the

photographs featuring Erdoğan include AKP and Presidency logos and the Turkish flag in the

frame. These representations emphasize the strength and power of the state.

The police are among the prominent actors of the images. In almost all of the images, they

are seen as crowded police groups. Again, mostly photographs of the police standing in front

of the students in a row during the protests are preferred. Images of armed police officers in

certain dress code are at the fore issuing the operations. In particular, the news where the

language of security and threat is predominant, is reinforced with these photographic

preferences. However, photographs of police officers perpetrating violence against students

are rarely used.

3.2. What are the subjects in the visuals performing?

In the visuals the press statements and moments from the protests as well as the situations

where the police and the students confront each other and the scenes from the police

operations against the students are frequently used.

3.2.1.  Press statements-protests

Some of the images are press statements and relatively positive or neutral photos from the

protests. In these photographs, students are seen with their banners and placards. However,

even if the images are neutral or positive, targeting and criminalizing content can be found in

the news texts accompanying the images. Thus, the meaning of the image is articulated to a

negative narrative.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “‘Ciao Bella’ anthem at the rector’s protest at Boğaziçi
University” (Yeni Akit, 6.1.2021)

In the photo of the protest that took place at Kadıköy Pier, students are seen in the Pier

Square with their banners and posters. The heading of the news is “‘Ciao Bella’ anthem at the

rector’s protest at Boğaziçi University.”

➔ [Translation of the news] “It was called as rector's protest but they supported HDP.”
(Sabah, 22.01.2021)

124

https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/bogazici-universitesindeki-rektor-protestosunda-cav-bella-marsi-1499479.html
https://www.sabah.com.tr/gundem/2021/01/22/rektor-protestosu-denildi-hdpye-destek-verildi


Another photo taken during a protest and used in the news is an example of this category.

During a protest, a student wearing an apron “Bosphorus is resisting” makes a press

statement, while journalists hand their microphones to them. Behind the student reading the

press statements, the students hold placards with the demands of “Melih resign”, “Youth will

win”, “Nor a kulliya turns out to be a campus neither a trustee becomes a rector”, “We want

an election, not a trustee”.

Although the visual conveys the demands of the students, the news still targets

criminalization with the title “It was called as rector’s protest but they supported HDP” .

➔ [Translation of the news] “The presidency requested a meeting: The real purpose of

Boğaziçi provocateurs has been revealed!” (Yeni Akit, 07.01.2021)

Photograph showing the students behind the banner “We don't want a trustee rector” signed

by Boğaziçi University Students is used in the news article titled “The Presidency has

requested a meeting: The real purpose of Boğaziçi provocateurs has been revealed!”. On the

one hand, this visual publicizes the statement of the students, the news heading and content

do not follow up this statement and define the students as “provocateurs.”
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3.2.2.  Students and police

Students and police pit against each other

A great deal of the photos of the protests are about the students and the police, and in almost

all of these photos, the students and the police are seen as pitting against each other. Photos of

students kicking and pushing riot shields are used many times in the news stories. In these

photos, the police are often observed as passive or defensive.

➔ [Translation of the news] “Crucial development in the provocation at Boğaziçi
University! 16 people detected” (Sabah, 05.01.2021)

A photograph of a student kicking a riot shield in front of police officers with helmets who

laid their shields together is frequently used in news reports that describe students as

“provocateurs.” In this photo, the student is seen in kicking motion as their foot on a shield,

while the police are depicted passively and inactive. Since this photo is published with the

title “Crucial development in the provocation at Boğaziçi University! 16 people detected”, it
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creates the perception that “students kick the police who do not intervene in and provoke

people.

➔ [Translation of the news] “She supported Bogazici University incidents, which HDP
and CHP initiated by organizing terrorists.” (A Haber, 06.01.2021)

In another image where students and police pit against each other, several policemen push

students while others stand still. The image is from the news titled “She supported Bogazici

University incidents, which HDP and CHP initiated by organizing terrorists”. Combined

with the news content, the image propagates the impression that the police are on the

defensive against the students and the students are on the “attacking” side.

Invisible police violence

Scenes depicting police violence against students are not seen in news images. In only one of

the news reports we examined, it is observed that students are detained by being dragged and

trapped in a police vehicle.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Newsflash: Flash truth about those detained in Boğaziçi
University incidents” (A Haber, 02.02.2021)

In the news titled “Newsflash: Flash truth about those detained in Boğaziçi University

incidents”, there are images taken at the time of detention of students.

In the background of the first photograph, in which a student is taken away by the police,

who grabs both of their arms, there are other policemen bending down.

➔ [Translation of the news] “Newsflash: Flash truth about those detained in Boğaziçi
University incidents” (A Haber, 02.02.2021)
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In the photograph where the police are pinning the students against the detention vehicle,

although the students are not fully seen, it is inferred that the police damp down on the

students and the member of parliament reacting to a police officer.

Even though these photos demonstrate that students are detained by force, the title

“Newsflash: Flash truth about those detained in Boğaziçi University incidents” leads to

legitimization of violence as well as criminalization of students.

Images taken during the police operations are about the moments displaying the police with

guns while criminalizing the students. The images criminalize the situation while pursuing a

goal to create a visual intimidation.

➔ [Translation of the news] “Operation regarding the incidents at Boğaziçi University:
There are detentions” (A Haber, 06.01.2021)

Photographs showing the moment when police officers in camouflage uniforms and

long-barreled guns enter through the door of a one-story house appear in many news reports.

One of the news reports using this photo has the headline “Operation regarding the incidents

at Boğaziçi University: There are detentions”. In this news article, there is also an image of a

rear-handcuffed student, who is taken from another house by the police next to them. The

visual and news content set an example for criminalization by describing students as
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“dangerous” and “offender.” Images of the moments when the detained students are brought

to the courthouse are also used in this context. The students in rear-handcuffs are seen among

the police in the visuals.

3.3. Which symbols are predominant in visual content preference?

LGBTI+ flags are one of the most emphasized symbols among the images. As we mentioned

in our second report, in which we examined the news about LGBTI+ students, LGBTI+ flags

and even any object carrying rainbow colors is frequently pointed out as a “criminal element”

in the news stories, and hate speech is common in them. Images are also used in parallel with

this approach.

➔ [Translation of the news] “Academicians at Boğaziçi University turned their backs on
the rectorate and took shelter under the LGBT flag!” (Yeni Akit, 27.01.2021)

One of the examples in this regard is the photograph taken during the protest where tabarded

academics turned their backs to the rectorate building on a rainy day, and where

rainbow-colored umbrellas were seen.

This image is accommodated by the news article titled “Academicians at Boğaziçi University

turned their backs on the rectorate and took shelter under the LGBT flag!” Even though there

is no LGBTI+ flag, the rainbow colors on the umbrellas are accepted as a “reference”. A

photo taken during a protest where rainbow-colored umbrellas on a rainy day are observed is
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reflected in the news text as an example of criminalization and this set an examples of hate

speech against LGBTI+s.

➔ [Translation of the news] “Yeni Şafak Boğaziçi protest with LGBT flags: This time in
Germany” (Yeni Şafak, 10.01.021)

In a photo of protest for support from Germany, there are people holding LGBTI+ flags

behind the “We do not accept, we do not give up” banner. The photo is used in the article

titled “Yeni Şafak Boğaziçi protest with LGBT flags: This time in Germany”. In the content of

the news, the emphasis shifts to the LGBTI+ flag in the image, and the flag is presented as a

criminal element.

3.4. Use of text in visuals

In the analyzed news, we observe that the use of text in images is quite common. In these

texts, as much as the effort to “emphasize the truth behind the images”, the negative

perception created by combining different images is prominent.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “Newsflash: A strong reaction from the Spokesperson of the
Ministry of Interior, Çataklı, to the provocateurs in Boğaziçi chanting ‘murderer
police’ slogans” (A Haber, 05.01.2021)

The visual consisting of two joinant photos where a student kicks the police riot shield and a

student in rear-handcuffs is seen between two police officers is framed with these sentences:

“strong reaction to the provocateurs”, “2 out of 17 detentions are actually students! There are

those who have a terrorist criminal record” and “Attack the police at Boğaziçi”.

The texts aim to create the perception that the author of the news intends to evoke in the

visuals. The photo taken at the time that the student kicked the riot shield with the phrase

“attack the police” and the photo of the student with the rear-handcuffs with the sentence

“there are those who have a terrorist criminal record” feed the negative perception.
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➔ [Translation of the news] “We will spoil this sneaky game.” (A Haber, 05.01.2021)

The words of politicians are often compiled with texts highlighted on the visuals. Alongside

the close-up photo of Erdoğan with an angry facial expression, his words “We will spoil this

sneaky game” are also textually emphasized.

133

https://www.ahaber.com.tr/gundem/2021/02/05/son-dakika-baskan-erdogandan-ak-partinin-6nci-olagan-il-kadin-kollari-kongrelerinde-onemli-aciklamalar


VIII - Final Report

1. Introduction

Please welcome the final report of the series titled University in the News including seven

pieces. The political, economic and cultural depression that Turkey has been in for a long

time has intensified in recent days. Students cannot “shelter”, cannot breathe, have difficulty

in nourishing themselves, and quality, public, equal, free, critical and democratic education

opportunities are being eroded and taken away from them a little bit more every passing day.

Students who speak out against all these problems are exposed to pressure, violence and

prosecution by both the law enforcement officers and the senior management of Boğaziçi

University, especially the appointed rector. However, both students and members of the

faculties from Boğaziçi insist on not looking down. Pro-government, or more accurately,

media organs operating under the direct control and guidance of the government, on the other

hand, make a systematic effort to tarnish, label and criminalize this honorable and democratic

attitude. In all previous reports, we tried to examine and disclose this systematic effort by

using scientific methods. In this final report, we aim to summarize our findings so far.

Without further ado, let us move on to our conclusions by underlining the need for an

independent, free, democratic and public media system and a participatory media language.

2. The Scope of the Research

Within the scope of the research, we scanned all the news about the Boğaziçi protests in A

Haber, Akşam, Yeni Şafak, Takvim, Sabah, Akit Tv and Yeni Akit between January 4 and

March 31 and analyzed the news about student activism.

In our first report, we observed how the protests against the appointment of the rector are

reflected in the news. We examined closely the tone of the news, the predominant theme,

who’s voice is heard in the news, as well as how students are identified, who is targeted, and

whether the demands of the students are contained in the news stories.

A lengthier analysis about the news on LGBTI+s, who are among the most targeted group in

the news items analyzed in our first report became the subject of our second report.
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The prominent patterns in the news items about detentions and arrests of students were

discussed in our third report.

Politicians’ voices are the most prepotent in the news about students; to see how their words

are reflected in the news and in life, in our fourth report, we sought an answer to the

question of how politicians’ words are conveyed to the news.

The theme of crime and criminalization, which we included at times in previous reports,

deserve to be the subject of a separate report due to its prevalence and impact, and our fifth

report was published with the title of “Crime and criminalization”.

In the news stories, the subject of which is the students, the students are actually the least

mentioned. In our sixth report, we examined the kind of framework used in the rare

moments when these words are reflected in the news.

Visuals, as one of the important elements of the news articles, deserve special attention in

terms of both the directing impact of texts written on them and their sources. Our seventh

report included a close examination of images found in the news.

In our latest report you are reading at the moment, you will find a summary of the data that

you can access in detail in these seven reports.

3. What Did the News Tell Us?

The most striking and prominent findings and determinations of the seven reports can be

summarized as follows:

● The majority of the news are negative-toned. Targeting students, containing hate

speech, making the demands invisible, and the predominance of criminalization are

the factors that led us to define the tone of the news items as negative.

● The predominant themes in the news are: provocation, terrorism, crime, disrespect

for religious values, perversion and vandalism.
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● The voices of government representatives are heard the most in the news stories.

However, the voices of students, non-governmental organizations and opposition

politicians are almost absent.

● Students are targeted in almost all of the news items where their words are included.

● Representatives of opposition parties, supporters, LGBTI+s are other groups targeted

in the news.

● Other elements not seen in the news are the demands of the students and the police

violence against them. What is shown and highlighted in the news stories about

violence is the activist violence.

● Hate speech is common in the news articles about LGBTI+s. The directly quoted

words of politicians form the basis for hate speech and the most frequently reported

statements containing hate speech belong to Interior Minister Süleyman Soylu.

● LGBTI+ flags are contained in the news, but in a devaluing and criminalizing manner.

● Students detained or arrested are mostly defined as suspects and provocateurs.

● The accusations stating that “they are not actually students” and that they are “related

to terrorism” are common in most of the news stories about the detention or arrest of

students. The phrase “detected to have committed a crime” is also frequently used

instead of the phrase “charged against.”

● Violations such as strip-search, beating, and prevention of the right to education,

which students encountered while being detained or during their arrest and trial

processes, are generally not covered in the news. On the other hand, in a small

number of news reports, these violations are reported as they are actually “denied” or

“slandered.”

● The words of the politicians are directly quoted in the news articles, reflected as

absolute truths without appealing to a verification method.
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● Hate speech in the statements of politicians is not pointed out; on the contrary, such

discourses are made widespread.

● Along with the anthems sung, slogans chanted and banners carried during the protests,

rainbow flags are also included in the news items as “criminal element”.

● The words and statements of the students participated in the protests are conveyed

along with targeting, criminalization or hate speech in all the news pieces.

● While the statements of the students are conveyed under the theme of “provocation”,

the statements of LGBTI+ students are reported along with text exposing hate speech.

How the context of students’ words are reported reveals the difference in the way they

are reflected in the news. The reporting style of statements in favor of and against the

protests are also distinct.

● Even though the statements of the students are contained in the images, we see that

the headlines demonstrate that these words are intended to be silenced.

● In the images, the students are portrayed as aggressive while the students and the

police are positioned as confronting each other and the police violence against the

students is invisible.

● Negative tone and hate speech sustain in news texts when LGBTI+ flags are featured

in the image.
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